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WELCOME TO CHRIST CHURCH!  
We are so glad you have chosen to worship with us this Sunday! At Christ Church, we 
embrace people, the community, and the world with the boundless love of God through 
loving, growing, and serving together. We hope you will feel welcome and inspired 
through worship here today. 

NEW HERE? 

Stop by the Connection Point Desk, located between the Sanctuary and Fellowship Center, 
to learn more about our missions and ministries. We’d love to help you find your place at 
Christ Church. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Whether you’re 2 or 92, we have a Sunday School class that’s waiting to welcome you. 
Classes meet at 9:50am between our early and late worship services each Sunday. Learn 
more at christgreensboro.org/adults. 

FOR YOUTH  

From Sunday school in the Youth Building to Sunday night youth group to weekly small 
groups and more, we offer a number of opportunities for youth (grades 6-12) at Christ 
Church. Learn more at christgreensboro.org/youth . 

FOR KIDS 

We love for children of all ages to join us for worship! Stop by our Worship Walls, located 
near the entrances to the Sanctuary and Fellowship Center, to find activities to help them 
engage with the service. Learn more about our kids’ ministries at christgreensboro.org/kids . 

CHILDCARE 

Located in rooms 111 and 113, our Nursery (0-24 months) is staffed by trained, 
professional childcare workers and parent helpers. Children ages 2-4 can enjoy a lesson, 
snack, and playtime in Worship Care in room 110 (early services) or room 302 (late 
services). 

ACCESSIBILITY 

Large print hymnals and Bibles, a magnifying sheet, and hearing assistance devices are 
available for our traditional services. Please speak to an usher if you need assistance.  

GET IN TOUCH 

Looking to join? Have a question? Our staff is here to help! Contact us by emailing 
info@christgreensboro.org or calling the Church Office at 336-299-1571.  

 



 
TRADITIONAL WORSHIP  | 11am  

* Those who are able, please stand. 
 

Those who are unable to attend worship for any reason may tune into this service  
live on Sunday mornings on Christ Church Radio, WDFC 101.7FM.   

You can also listen online on Sunday mornings at christgreensboro.org/live . 
 

WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP 

TRINITY CHIMES 

GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

OPENING VOLUNTARY arr. B. Wayne Bisbee
Joseph, Dearest Joseph Mine Nancy Thurston, Flute 

* OPENING HYMN 213
Lift Up Your Heads TRURO 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING  Carl and Mary Beth Lindquist 
In this season of Advent, we celebrate with joyful hearts. 

Christ is our light and the source of our joy. 
We count our blessings, and give thanks for God’s goodness and grace. 

Christ is our light and the source of our joy. 
We strive to search for the good in neighbors near and far. 

Christ is our light and the source of our joy. 
We remember that God has promised us full and joyful lives. 

Christ is our light and the source of our joy. 

SUNG RESPONSE (Please remain seated) 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and end this gloom of night. Bring hope to the world,  
bring peace to the earth, and fill us with love’s pure light.  

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM 39 

ANTHEM L. Farnell 
What Child is This?  Christ Church Men’s Chorus 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you.  

And also with you.  

 



 
* SUNG RESPONSE  

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, his name is called Emmanuel. God with us, revealed in us, 
his name is called Emmanuel.  

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

* SCRIPTURE LESSON
Matthew 1:18-25

This is the word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

SERMON  
The Characters of Christmas: Joseph Pastor Morris Brown 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

* HYMN OF RESPONSE 220 
Angels from the Realms of Glory REGENT SQUARE 

UMW PRESENTATION Carolyn McKinney 

CELEBRATIONS & CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 

CALL TO PRAYER
Sing We Now of Christmas Traditional French Carol 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer.  

LORD’S PRAYER   895  

OFFERTORY ANTHEM   Gilbert M. Martin
Cover Him, Joseph Chancel Choir with Nancy Thurston, flute 

Cover him, Joseph, the evening is cold, night mists have fallen, the day has grown old. 
Tired the people who toss in their sleep, weary the shepherds still watching their sheep. 
Tender the mother, gracious and mild, God in his mercy, God in his mercy has given this 
child. Cover him, Joseph, he’s still a wee boy, hope binds us daily to heavenly joy. Far in the 
future some dark days may loom, strengthen his life for the moments of gloom. Gentle the 
mother, gracious and fair, God in his mercy, God in his mercy will answer her prayer.  
[© 1986 Hinshaw Publishing, Inc] 

 

 



 
 * OFFERTORY RESPONSE 95

Doxology OLD 100TH 

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

WE ARE SENT FORTH TO SERVE 

* HYMN OF DEPARTURE 238
Angels We Have Heard on High GLORIA 

* BENEDICTION 

* CHORAL  RESPONSE 
Angels Announce Trad. French Carol 

* TRINITY CHIMES 

CLOSING VOLUNTARY   
Angels We Have Heard on High arr. Michael Burkhardt 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Ministry of Worship 
Participating Pastors: Morris Brown, Virginia Reynolds  

Crucifer & Acolytes:  Elizabeth Collis, Logan Cook, Tori Evans 
Senior Director of Worship and Arts: Cathy West 

Organist and Director of Children’s Music: Chris Dederer 
Musicians: Chancel Choir; Nancy Thurston, flute 

Ushers: Ritchie Fishburne, Tom Shank, Dale Beckman, Seena Beckman,  
Teenie Fishburne, Ron Hamilton, Sarah Hamilton, Eleanor Herndon,  

Dick Kern, Sharon Kern, Chuck Tayloe, Sue Tayloe 
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MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT 
CHRISTMAS CHAOS: A NOT-SO-SILENT NIGHT  

Formerly known as our Christmas Eve Eve service (our Christmas Eve Eve Squared), 
Christmas Chaos is one of the newer traditions at Christ Church. Our first Christmas Eve 
Eve service was held in 2014 to offer a Christmas Eve service for those who were traveling 
for the holiday but wanted to experience Christmas Eve worship with their church family, 
who might be uncomfortable in a more traditional or formal church setting, or who just 
wanted another fun and meaningful Christmas experience to add to their calendars. 

Just as with our first Christmas Eve Eve service, you can expect many of the same things at 
Christmas Chaos this year: a warm, light-hearted, and child-friendly atmosphere; upbeat 
Christmas classics by our contemporary praise band; hot chocolate and Christmas cookies; 
a fun photobooth to take Christmas photos with your family and friends; and the story of 
Christmas told in a new and unique way. Most importantly, Christmas Chaos will challenge 
each of us to see the Light in the midst of the chaos—the chaos of the season, the chaos of 
the circumstances of Christ’s birth, and the chaos of our world. 

We’re not surprised that this annual service has become a favorite event for many at 
Christ Church. Here’s what people are saying:  

“We love singing carols while eating cookies!” – Amanda Flowers 

“I just love that the kids are able to be kids and participate in the service!” – Hillary 
Alexander 

“I love that it mixes the fun, festive spirit of the season without losing the focus on 
Jesus.” – Lisa Bunch 

“I love that my active girls can wiggle during the service and it is not only accepted 
but encouraged and enjoyed. It is a service MADE for the children to participate in 
the excitement of the season as they are told the incredible reason we should all be 
excited.” – Beth Lewis 

Ready to be a part of the fun? Wear your favorite Christmas pajamas or a tacky sweater, 
invite a friend, and join your church family for Christmas Chaos Service: A Not So Silent 
Night this Thursday, December 20, at 7:15pm in the Fellowship Center at our Holden Road 
campus. We can’t wait to see you there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

THIS SUNDAY AT CHRIST CHURCH December 16 

This Sunday at the 11am service we celebrate the baptism of Palmer Bailey Pulliam, born 
April 18, 2018 to parents Spencer and Elizabeth Pulliam. 

The rosebud in the Fellowship Center is in celebration of the birth of Emerson Ruth 
Timberlake to Kate and Louis Timberlake and big brother Felder  on December 3.  

Sunday Worship  
This Sunday at the 8:45am service at Holden Road, the New Covenant and Youth Choirs 
will present Wonderful, Counselor! , a Christmas Cantata telling the story of Christ's birth 
through scripture and song, with instrumental accompaniment. At the 11am service at the 
Glenwood campus, the congregation will participate in the annual Love Feast, featuring 
the traditional songs and elements of this Moravian style service. 

Christmas Candlelight: A Service of Lessons & Carols 
Sun, Dec 16, 5pm, Sanctuary, Holden Road  | This traditional service features scripture 
readings, anthems by our choirs, and  instrumental music. Seating can be limited so you 
may want to arrive early; a musical prelude will begin at 4:15pm, and childcare begins at 
4:30pm. This service will be broadcast live, beginning at 4:15pm, on WDFC 101.7 FM.  

Holiday Healing Drop-In Service 
Sun, Dec 16, 6:30pm, Chapel, Holden Road | If you need to be reminded of God’s grace and 
presence even in this season of celebration, we invite you to find a place of solace and 
healing. This drop-in service will feature a time of prayer, anointing, and blessing. 

HAPPENING THIS WEEK 
Ring We Now of Christmas  Handbell Concert 
Mon, Dec 17, 7pm, Sanctuary, Holden Road | Ring in the season with Advent and 
Christmas music selections from the Campana Ringers, Celebration Ringers, Carillon 
Ringers, Youth in Music & Arts at Christ Church, Chime Choir, and Flute Choir. This 
concert will be rebroadcast on Sunday, Dec 16, at 2pm on WDFC 101.7 FM. 

Christmas Chaos Service: A Not-So-Silent Night 
Thu, Dec 20, 7:15pm, Fellowship Center, Holden Road | Wear your favorite festive 
pajamas or tacky sweater and join us for our fun and family-friendly twist on the traditional 
Christmas Eve service (a few days early)—complete with cookies, hot cocoa, your favorite 
Christmas songs, story time by the fireplace, a photo booth, and more.  

Prime Timers 
Tue, Dec 18, 11:45am, Fellowship Center, Holden Road  | Celebrate Christmas with lunch 
($6) and a special program of the Grace Notes, a women’s ensemble featuring several of 
our Chancel Choir members. Make a reservation by noon on Mon, Dec 17, online at 
christgreensboro.org/events/primetimers-christmas , or by contacting the Reservation Line. 
The bus will pick up at WhiteStone at 11:10am and Friends Homes West at 11:20am.  

 



 

LOVE We love God, humanity, and all creation as an inviting, caring community. 
Our deepest sympathy to Arline Aalfs on the death of her husband, Dennis, on December 
1. 

Christmas Eve Services 
Mon, Dec 24 | Join us for one of five Christmas Eve services offered at our campuses. 
Childcare is provided at all but the 11pm service:  

•  4pm Child-Led Service, Holden Road Campus 
•  5:30pm Christmas Eve at The Table at Glenwood, Glenwood Campus 
•  6pm Contemporary Service with Candlelight and Communion, Holden Road 
•  7:30pm & 11pm Traditional Service with Candlelight and Communion, Holden Road 

(The 7:30pm and 11pm services will be broadcast live on WDFC 101.7 FM.) 

Christmas Eve Offering 
This year’s Christmas Eve offering at Christ Church is to purchase and equip Bicycle-Based 
Food Carts for the Interactive Resource Center (IRC). This groundbreaking initiative 
works to move people experiencing homelessness from the poverty lines to self sufficiency 
through employment, education, and advocacy. Our goal is to raise $12,000 toward the 
dream of purchasing 4 bicycle-based food carts to employ as many as 8 people at any given 
time for 12-18 month periods.  

New Year Kickoff Sunday 
Sun, Jan 6, 9:30am-12:30pm, Gathering Space, Holden Road Campus | The New Year is a 
great time to get involved or renew involvement in the life of the church, whether in 
Sunday School, small groups, or missions. Stop by the Gathering Space to learn about ways 
to get connected.  

New Year's Variety Show at Welcome Wednesday 
Wed, Jan 9, 5:30pm-7:30pm, Fellowship Center, Holden Road | Join us for dinner and 
performances from various members of your Christ Church family. Want to share your 
talent? Are you a performer at heart? Sign up to be a part of the show at 
christgreensboro.org/events/varietyshow . Dinner reservations can also be made at this link. 

December Health & Wellness Focus: Flu Season 
Flu season has started and it’s time to get your flu shot, a vaccine that protects against 
infection from the influenza virus. Each year a new vaccine is developed because the 
influenza virus changes. Everyone 6 months and older is encouraged to be vaccinated, but 
it is especially important for children, those over 65, pregnant women, those with chronic 
medical conditions, and those living in group situations. You can also protect yourself by 
avoiding contact with people who are ill, washing your hands frequently, and using hand 
sanitizer. Immunizations are available at your doctor’s office, local drugstore and many 
grocery stores, and the Guilford County Department of Public Health and Human Services. 
Learn more at cdc.gov/flu . 

 



 

GROW We grow intentionally together in the likeness of Christ. 

• KIDS  

Childhood Enrichment Center Accepting Registrations for Two-Year-Olds 
CEC is now accepting registrations for children who turned 2 by August 31, 2018 for a 
Wednesday/Friday class beginning January 4, 2019. Cost is $201/month. For more 
information, contact CEC (cec@christgreensboro.org, 336-294-9080, or 
cecgreensboro.org ).  

• YOUTH 

Youth Group: Lunch & Luminaries 
Sun, Dec 16, 12:15pm-2:15pm, Youth Building, Holden Road | Join us for lunch and to 
assemble luminaries for the Candlelight Service! 

We will make up our Progressive Dinner and Christmas parties on Sunday, January 6. 

• ADULTS 

Adult Sunday School Studies for Advent (Holden Road Campus) 
Advent is a great time to try out one of our Sunday school classes. You are welcome to 
drop in on any class. The following classes have a special study for this holy season: Faith 
Matters (Room 205) is studying The Redemption of Scrooge from Matt Rawle’s The Pop In 
Culture series; Journeys 2.0 (Parlor) is studying Christmas Gifts that Won’t Break  by James 
Moore; Dimensions (Room 211) is studying The Journey: Walking the Road to Bethlehem by 
Adam Hamilton; and Faith and Family (Room 110) is studying The Gift of the Nutcracker .  
Adult Fellowship Day Trip to Pittsboro, NC 
Tue, Jan 8, 9:15am-3pm | Travel with us to Pittsboro for a stroll around the quaint town, 
lucnh, and a visit to French Connections, a specialty shop with Whirleygigs, imported 
fabrics, fresh linens, and handmade crafts from Europe. Cost is $6 plus the price of your 
lunch. Register by picking up a form at our Information Walls or online at 
christgreensboro.org/events/pittsboro . Limited spaces are available. 

Make Your Voice Heard: Western NC Conference Delegation Listening Sessions 
Sat, Jan 5, 10am-1pm, First UMC Morganton & Sun, Jan 6, 3pm-6pm, First UMC Salisbury | 
The WNC Conference Delegation to the 2019 Called Session of the General Conference 
will be available at two sessions in early January for United Methodists to learn more 
about the upcoming conference and share their perspectives. You will have the 
opportunity to make your voice heard during directed table conversations and brief 
presentations. The sessions will be identical. Registration is required at 
wnccumc.org/newsdetail/make-your-voice-heard-delegation-listening-sessions-12483050. 

 

 



 

SERVE We serve together in our church, our community, and the world.  

Advent Readers  (Holden Road Campus) 
If you or your family or small group would like to lead our Advent Candle Liturgy at our 
morning services on December 23, or the 7:30pm or 11pm services on Christmas Eve, 
please contact Cathy West (cwest@christgreensboro.org). 

Serve at the Christmas Chaos Service 
Thu, Dec 20, 7:15pm | Volunteers are needed to be a part of our Greeter and Hospitality 
Teams for Christmas Chaos. Greeters will help guests find their way; hospitality team 
members will help set up and serve goodies. Sign up at christgreensboro.org/serveatchaos . 
Help Pack Hampton Elementary Gift Bags (Holden Road Campus)  
Sun, Dec 16, 6pm-7:30pm, Disciple Room, Holden Road | Items for your gift bags for 
Hampton Elementary students are due in the Missions Closet this Sun, Dec 16. All are 
invited to join us following the Candlelight Service to help sort and repackage the gifts for 
delivery to students next week.  

Two Volunteer Opportunities at Winter Shelter 
Beginning Fri, Dec 21 | Come make a difference in the lives of men who are working 
toward transitioning out of homelessness. Volunteers are needed to help prepare meals on 
Friday evenings for the winter shelter at West Market Street UMC. Male volunteers are 
also needed to stay overnight and split the shift with the WMSUMC staff person so he 
won’t have to be up all night. Sleeping quarters are separate from the guests. Visit the 
Missions Café or contact Beth Taylor (b76taylor@gmail.com, 336-202-8726). 

Living Gift Market  
Through Sun, Dec 23 | When you give a “living gift” in honor of your family and friends, you 
will support organizations and missions that improve the lives of people locally, nationally, 
and internationally. You’ll receive a Christmas card to give to the person you are honoring. 
View the catalog of choices and make your donation in the Concourse (Holden Road 
Campus), online at christgreensboro.org/lgm , or in the Church Office.  

Greensboro Urban Ministry Honor Cards  (Holden Road Campus) 
31st Anniversary Bill Mangum Honor Cards supporting Greensboro Urban Ministry are 
available in the concourse, in the Church Office during the week, or by contacting Judy 
Goodman (336-292-2018).  

Salvation Army Bellringing  
Through Mon, Dec 24 | Sign up to ring the Salvation Army Red Kettle Bell this Christmas 
season at the Macy’s entrance facing Belk at Friendly Center! Shifts are available daily, 
excluding Sundays, through Sun, Dec 24. Visit the Missions Café or contact Bill and Paula 
Trivette (336-580-2238). 

 

 



 
Christ United Methodist Church 
410 North Holden Road 
Greensboro, NC 27410 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ United Methodist Church 
www.christgreensboro.org | facebook.com/christgreensboro 

HOLDEN ROAD 
410 N. Holden Rd. 
Greensboro, NC 27410 
(336) 299-1571 
Hours: 9am-4pm M-Th; 9am-1pm F 
Worship with us Sundays at 8:45am, 9am, 
11am, and 11:15am. 

GLENWOOD 
1417 Glenwood Avenue 
Greensboro, NC 27403 
(336) 274-7086 
Worship with us Sundays at 11am. 

RESERVATION LINE 
336-299-1571 ext. 333 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Morris Brown, Senior Pastor  
Louis Timberlake, Executive Pastor  
Virginia Reynolds, Associate Pastor  
Carter Ellis, Associate Pastor/Lead Pastor, 
STUMC  

PASTORAL CARE EMERGENCY LINE  
After office hours, call 336-337-5633. 

CHRIST CHURCH RADIO 
WDFC 101.7 - Broadcast 24/7 
(Our 11am service is broadcast live from 
Holden Road every Sunday.) 

 

INTERESTED IN JOINING?  Contact Susan Pabon in the Church Office (336-299-1571 or 
spabon@christgreensboro.org). 
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