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WELCOME TO CHRIST CHURCH!  
We are so glad you have chosen to worship with us this Sunday! At Christ Church, we 
embrace people, the community, and the world with the boundless love of God through 
loving, growing, and serving together. We hope you will feel welcome and inspired 
through worship here today. 

NEW HERE? 

Stop by the Connection Point Desk, located between the Sanctuary and Fellowship Center, 
to learn more about our missions and ministries. We’d love to help you find your place at 
Christ Church. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Whether you’re 2 or 92, we have a Sunday School class that’s waiting to welcome you. 
Classes meet at 9:50am between our early and late worship services each Sunday. Learn 
more at christgreensboro.org/adults. 

FOR YOUTH  

From Sunday school in the Youth Building to Sunday night youth group to weekly small 
groups and more, we offer a number of opportunities for youth (grades 6-12) at Christ 
Church. Learn more at christgreensboro.org/youth . 

FOR KIDS 

We love for children of all ages to join us for worship! Stop by our Worship Walls, located 
near the entrances to the Sanctuary and Fellowship Center, to find activities to help them 
engage with the service. Learn more about our kids’ ministries at christgreensboro.org/kids . 

CHILDCARE 

Located in rooms 111 and 113, our Nursery (0-24 months) is staffed by trained, 
professional childcare workers and parent helpers. Children ages 2-4 can enjoy a lesson, 
snack, and playtime in Worship Care in room 110 (early services) or room 302 (late 
services). 

ACCESSIBILITY 

Large print hymnals and Bibles, a magnifying sheet, and hearing assistance devices are 
available for our traditional services. Please speak to an usher if you need assistance.  

GET IN TOUCH 

Looking to join? Have a question? Our staff is here to help! Contact us by emailing 
info@christgreensboro.org or calling the Church Office at 336-299-1571.  

 



 
TRADITIONAL WORSHIP  | 11am  

* Those who are able, please stand. 
 

Those who are unable to attend worship for any reason may tune into this service  
live on Sunday mornings on Christ Church Radio, WDFC 101.7FM.   

You can also listen online on Sunday mornings at christgreensboro.org/live . 
 

WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP 

TRINITY CHIMES 

GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

OPENING VOLUNTARY Wally West, saxophone
The First Noel arr. Brent Olstad 

* OPENING HYMN 245
The First Noel THE FIRST NOEL 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING  Phillips Family 
During Advent, we see God’s love for us embodied in our Savior’s birth. 

Christ is our light and the source of everlasting love. 
Advent calls us to love others with patience and kindness. 

Christ is our light and the source of everlasting love. 
Advent calls us to be slow to anger and quick to forgive. 

Christ is our light and the source of everlasting love. 
Advent reminds us that Christ commanded us to love as he loved. 

Christ is our light and the source of everlasting love. 

SUNG RESPONSE (Please remain seated) 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and end this gloom of night. Bring hope to the world,  
bring peace to the earth, and fill us with love’s pure light.  

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you.  

And also with you.  

* SUNG RESPONSE  
Emmanuel, Emmanuel, his name is called Emmanuel. God with us, revealed in us, 
his name is called Emmanuel.  

 



 
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

* SCRIPTURE LESSON
Luke 2:1–7

This is the word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

ANTHEM Wally West, saxophone 
It Came Upon the Midnight Clear arr. Brent Olstad 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

SERMON  
The Characters of Christmas: The Innkeeper Pastor Morris Brown 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

* HYMN OF RESPONSE 219 
What Child Is This GREENSLEEVES 

CELEBRATIONS & CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 

CALL TO PRAYER
What Can I Give Him? Gustav Holst 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer.  

LORD’S PRAYER   895  

OFFERTORY ANTHEM  Chancel Choir; Dylan Thurston, percussion
See Amid the Winter’s Snow Dan Forrest 

Alleluia. See, amid the winter’s snow, born for us on earth below. See the tender Lamb 
appears, promised from eternal years. Refrain: Hail, thou ever blessed morn, hail 
redemption’s happy dawn. Sing through all Jerusalem; “Christ is born in Bethlehem.”  

Lo, within a manger lies He who built the lofty skies, He, who, throned in light sublime, sits 
amid the cherubim. Refrain. 

Sacred infant, all divine, what a tender love was Thine, Thus to come from highest bliss, 
down to such a world as this.  Refrain. [© 2016 Beckenhorst Press, Inc.] 

 * OFFERTORY RESPONSE 95
Doxology OLD 100TH 

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 



 
WE ARE SENT FORTH TO SERVE 

* HYMN OF DEPARTURE 246
Joy to the World ANTIOCH 

(Those wishing to sing the Hallelujah  Chorus may join the choir on the steps during this hymn.) 

* BENEDICTION 

* CHORAL  RESPONSE
Hallelujah from Messiah  G. F. Handel 

* TRINITY CHIMES 

CLOSING VOLUNTARY  Wally West, saxophone 
Go, Tell It on the Mountain Trad. Spiritual 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ministry of Worship 
Participating Pastors: Morris Brown, Louis Timberlake 

Crucifer:  Drew Sizemore 
Senior Director of Worship and Arts: Cathy West 

Organist and Director of Children’s Music: Chris Dederer 
Ushers: Ritchie Fishburne, Tom Shank, Dale Beckman, Seena Beckman,  

Teenie Fishburne, Ron Hamilton, Sarah Hamilton, Eleanor Herndon,  
Dick Kern, Sharon Kern, Chuck Tayloe, Sue Tayloe 
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MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT 
CHRISTMAS EVE AT CHRIST CHURCH  
This Christmas Eve, we’ll continue our Characters of Christmas worship series by taking a 
look at the shepherds. The shepherds were one of the least important people in ancient 
times, thought to be scoundrels who’d lost their way, who had a very lonely job. And yet, 
they were just the people who needed and received the good news of our Savior. So, if we 
feel like we don’t matter, like we’ve messed up, like we’re all alone—there is good news! 
Join us this Christmas Eve at Christ Church as we celebrate the birth of our Savior, a Savior 
who says we’re loved, we can be forgiven, and we are not alone! We are offering five 
Christmas Eve worship services across our two campuses: 

•  Child-Led Service (Holden Road Campus): 4pm, Fellowship Center 
•  Christmas Eve at The Table at Glenwood (Glenwood Campus): Meal at 5:30pm, 

Worship at 6pm 
•  Contemporary Service with Candlelight and Communion (Holden Road): 6pm,  

Fellowship Center 
•  7:30pm & 11pm Traditional Service with Candlelight and Communion, Holden Road 

(The 7:30pm and 11pm services will be broadcast live on WDFC 101.7 FM.) 

Christmas Eve Offering 
As temperatures drop, we recognize that many of our neighbors are out in the cold—as 
many as 600-800 people most every night, year around. The Interactive Resource Center 
is one of the organizations in Greensboro serving alongside of people experiencing 
homelessness. This Christmas season we are invited to make a difference in the lives of 
those experiencing homelessness by addressing a basic need: employment. 

With our support, our partners at the IRC are launching a new energy-efficient initiative in 
the Greensboro area that will do just that: Bicycle-Based Food Carts. Each Bicycle-Based 
Food Cart will employ individuals who would otherwise be unable to find jobs. These 
individuals will maintain the carts and sell the food items for a wage of $15 per hour. In 
addition, each employee will retain their profits. Through this initiative, each participant 
will find themselves after 12-18 months with either enough funds to purchase their own 
food cart and start a business, or the requisite skills to be employed elsewhere. 

Our dream for this year’s Christmas Eve offering is to purchase and equip four Bike Carts 
for this initiative, employing eight individuals for 12-18 month periods—and our goal is to 
raise $12,000 toward that dream. Through this microeconomic venture, we will be part of 
not only putting people to work, but offering a strategy toward self-sufficiency and 
housing stability. We can make a difference this year by engaging in community 
development that will directly provide employment opportunities for our neighbors in 
perpetuity. Together, we can change lives.  

 



 

HAPPENING THIS WEEK 
Christmas Eve Services 
Mon, Dec 24 | Join us for one of five Christmas Eve services offered at our campuses. 
Childcare is provided at all but the 11pm service:  

•  4pm Child-Led Service, Holden Road Campus 
•  5:30pm Christmas Eve at The Table at Glenwood, Glenwood Campus 
•  6pm Contemporary Service with Candlelight and Communion, Holden Road 
•  7:30pm & 11pm Traditional Service with Candlelight and Communion, Holden Road 

(The 7:30pm and 11pm services will be broadcast live on WDFC 101.7 FM.) 

College-Age Student Christmas Eve Gathering 
Mon, Dec 24, 10:30pm, Parlor, Holden Road Campus | Stop by the Parlor to reconnect with 
your friends before our 11pm Christmas Eve service! 

Church Office Closed 
Tue, Dec 25 & Wed, Dec 26 | The Church Office will be closed Tuesday, December 25, and 
Wednesday, December 26, for Christmas. For pastoral emergencies, please call 
336-337-5633. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

LOVE We love God, humanity, and all creation as an inviting, caring community. 
Our deepest sympathy to Doris Kiser, Patrick Kiser, and Mose Kiser III on the death of 
their husband and father, Mose Kiser, Jr., on December 18; and to the friends and family of 
Mildred Allred on her death on December 17. 
Ring We Now of Christmas  Handbell Concert Broadcast 
The recording of the Ring We Now of Christmas  Handbell Concert performed this past 
Monday evening will be broadcast on WDFC-FM 101.7 at 7pm Sunday, December 23.  It 
will also be repeated at 4pm on Tuesday, December 25.  The concert will also be available 
at these times at christgreensboro.org/live . 
New Year Kickoff Sunday 
Sun, Jan 6, 9:30am-12:30pm, Gathering Space, Holden Road Campus & 12pm, Glenwood 
Campus | The New Year is a great time to get involved or renew involvement in the life of 
the church, whether in Sunday School, small groups, or missions. Join us to learn about 
ways to get connected and pick up a copy of our Spring 2019 Guide to Ministry & Mission. 
New Year's Variety Show at Welcome Wednesday 
Wed, Jan 9, 5:30pm-7:30pm, Fellowship Center, Holden Road | Join us for dinner and 
performances from various members of your Christ Church family. Want to share your 
talent? Are you a performer at heart? We’d love for you to take the stage! Sign up to be a 
part of the show or make a dinner reservation at christgreensboro.org/events/varietyshow .  
Adult Fellowship Day Trip to Pittsboro, NC 
Tue, Jan 8, 9:15am-3pm | Travel with us to Pittsboro for a stroll around the quaint town, 
lunch, and a visit to French Connections, a specialty shop with Whirleygigs, imported 
fabrics, fresh linens, and handmade crafts from Europe. Cost is $6 plus the price of your 
lunch. Register by picking up a form at our Information Walls or online at 
christgreensboro.org/events/pittsboro . Limited spaces are available. 
January Worship Series: Change: A New Me for a New Year 
Beginning January 6 | At we the start new year many of us think about making changes in 
the way we live our lives.  As a result, this January, we'll begin a new worship series at 
Christ Church entitled Change:  A New Me for a New Year . In this series we'll explore four 
things our faith has to say about making changes: 

● January 6 - The Challenge of Change  - We’ll explore some barriers that often make 
changes in our lives is often difficult to achieve.   

● January 13 - Steps on the Path to Change  - We’ll consider some steps we can take 
to help change begin to take place. 

● January 20 - Finding the Power to Change  - We’ll learn about some sources of 
strength that can help us make changes. 

● January 27 - Making Change Permanent  - We’ll learn how our faith can help us 
make change we make in our lives last. 

 



 

GROW We grow intentionally together in the likeness of Christ. 

• KIDS  

Childhood Enrichment Center Accepting Registrations for Two-Year-Olds 
CEC is now accepting registrations for children who turned 2 by August 31, 2018 for a 
Wednesday/Friday class beginning January 4, 2019. Cost is $201/month. For more 
information, contact CEC (cec@christgreensboro.org, 336-294-9080, or 
cecgreensboro.org ).  

• YOUTH 

We will make up our Progressive Dinner and Christmas parties on Sunday, January 6. 

• ADULTS 

Make Your Voice Heard: Western NC Conference Delegation Listening Sessions 
Sat, Jan 5, 10am-1pm, First UMC Morganton & Sun, Jan 6, 3pm-6pm, First UMC Salisbury | 
The WNC Conference Delegation to the 2019 Called Session of the General Conference 
will be available at two sessions in early January for United Methodists to learn more 
about the upcoming conference and share their perspectives. You will have the 
opportunity to make your voice heard during directed table conversations and brief 
presentations. The sessions will be identical. Registration is required at 
wnccumc.org/newsdetail/make-your-voice-heard-delegation-listening-sessions-12483050. 

Companions in Christ: The Way of Discernment 
Beginning Wed, Jan 9, 6:30pm-8:30pm, Disciple Room, Holden Road Campus | This 
10-week study offers participants a way to discover God’s will in their lives both as 
individuals and as a community of God, focusing on the ancient spiritual discipline of 
discernment and gently leading to the prayerful path of a richer, wiser life. For more 
information, contact Janice Kirkpatrick (jekirkpatrick@gmail.com) or register at 
christgreensboro.org/classes-studies . 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SERVE We serve together in our church, our community, and the world.  

Two Volunteer Opportunities at Winter Shelter 
Beginning Fri, Dec 21 | Come make a difference in the lives of men who are working 
toward transitioning out of homelessness. Volunteers are needed to help prepare meals on 
Friday evenings for the winter shelter at West Market Street UMC. Male volunteers are 
also needed to stay overnight and split the shift with the WMSUMC staff person so he 
won’t have to be up all night. Sleeping quarters are separate from the guests. Visit the 
Missions Café or contact Beth Taylor (b76taylor@gmail.com, 336-202-8726). 

Living Gift Market  
Through Sun, Dec 23 | When you give a “living gift” in honor of your family and friends, you 
will support organizations and missions that improve the lives of people locally, nationally, 
and internationally. You’ll receive a Christmas card to give to the person you are honoring. 
View the catalog of choices and make your donation in the Concourse (Holden Road 
Campus) or online at christgreensboro.org/lgm .  
Greensboro Urban Ministry Honor Cards  (Holden Road Campus) 
31st Anniversary Bill Mangum Honor Cards supporting Greensboro Urban Ministry are 
available in the concourse or by contacting Judy Goodman (336-292-2018).  

Stephen Ministry 
The Stephen Ministry team is now taking applications for our next training class, which will 
run January 3–May 2. If you feel called to serve as a Christian caregiver to someone who is 
hurting, please prayerfully consider joining us. Contact Andee Morford (336-430-7714, 
andee.barbee@gmail.com). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Christ United Methodist Church 
410 North Holden Road 
Greensboro, NC 27410 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ United Methodist Church 
www.christgreensboro.org | facebook.com/christgreensboro 

HOLDEN ROAD 
410 N. Holden Rd. 
Greensboro, NC 27410 
(336) 299-1571 
Hours: 9am-4pm M-Th; 9am-1pm F 
Worship with us Sundays at 8:45am, 9am, 
11am, and 11:15am. 

GLENWOOD 
1417 Glenwood Avenue 
Greensboro, NC 27403 
(336) 274-7086 
Worship with us Sundays at 11am. 

RESERVATION LINE 
336-299-1571 ext. 333 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Morris Brown, Senior Pastor  
Louis Timberlake, Executive Pastor  
Virginia Reynolds, Associate Pastor  
Carter Ellis, Associate Pastor/Lead Pastor, 
STUMC  

PASTORAL CARE EMERGENCY LINE  
After office hours, call 336-337-5633. 

CHRIST CHURCH RADIO 
WDFC 101.7 - Broadcast 24/7 
(Our 11am service is broadcast live from 
Holden Road every Sunday.) 

 

INTERESTED IN JOINING?  Contact Susan Pabon in the Church Office (336-299-1571 or 
spabon@christgreensboro.org). 

 


	12.23.18_11amHR
	12.23.18_11amHR B&W

