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WELCOME TO CHRIST CHURCH!  
We are so glad you have chosen to worship with us this Sunday! At Christ Church, we 
embrace people, the community, and the world with the boundless love of God through 
loving, growing, and serving together. We hope you will feel welcome and inspired 
through worship here today. 

NEW HERE? 

Stop by the Connection Point Desk, located between the Sanctuary and Fellowship Center, 
to learn more about our missions and ministries. We’d love to help you find your place at 
Christ Church. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Whether you’re 2 or 92, we have a Sunday School class that’s waiting to welcome you. 
Classes meet at 9:50am between our early and late worship services each Sunday. Learn 
more at christgreensboro.org/adults. 

FOR YOUTH  

From Sunday school in the Youth Building to Sunday night youth group to weekly small 
groups and more, we offer a number of opportunities for youth (grades 6-12) at Christ 
Church. Learn more at christgreensboro.org/youth . 

FOR KIDS 

We love for children of all ages to join us for worship! Stop by our Worship Walls, located 
near the entrances to the Sanctuary and Fellowship Center, to find activities to help them 
engage with the service. Learn more about our kids’ ministries at christgreensboro.org/kids . 

CHILDCARE 

Located in rooms 111 and 113, our Nursery (0-24 months) is staffed by trained, 
professional childcare workers and parent helpers. Children ages 2-4 can enjoy a lesson, 
snack, and playtime in Worship Care in room 110 (early services) or room 302 (late 
services). 

ACCESSIBILITY 

Large print hymnals and Bibles, a magnifying sheet, and hearing assistance devices are 
available for our traditional services. Please speak to an usher if you need assistance.  

GET IN TOUCH 

Looking to join? Have a question? Our staff is here to help! Contact us by emailing 
info@christgreensboro.org or calling the Church Office at 336-299-1571.  

 



 
TRADITIONAL WORSHIP  | 11am  

* Those who are able, please stand. 
 

Those who are unable to attend worship for any reason may tune into this service  
live on Sunday mornings on Christ Church Radio, WDFC 101.7FM.   

You can also listen online on Sunday mornings at christgreensboro.org/live . 
 

WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP 

TRINITY CHIMES 

GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

OPENING VOLUNTARY
Pastorale from Le Prologue de Jesus arr. Joseph Clokey 

* CALL TO WORSHIP   
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory.  

* OPENING HYMN 224
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice IN DULCI JUBILO 

* PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you.  

And also with you.  

* SUNG RESPONSE  
Emmanuel, Emmanuel, his name is called Emmanuel. God with us, revealed in us, 
his name is called Emmanuel.  

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

* SCRIPTURE LESSON
Luke, selected verses; Titus 2:11–14

This is the word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

SERMON  
The Characters of Christmas: The Baby Pastor Morris Brown 

 



 
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

* HYMN OF RESPONSE 217 
Away In a Manger AWAY IN A MANGER 

CELEBRATIONS & CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 

CALL TO PRAYER
Infant Holy, Infant Lowly Polish Carol 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer.  

LORD’S PRAYER   895  

OFFERTORY ANTHEM   Cindy Dunning and Cathy West 
The Peace Carol Bob Beers 

The garment of life, be it tattered and torn, 
The cloak of the soldier is weathered and worn, 
But what Child is this that was poverty-born, 
The peace of Christmas Day. 

The branch that bears the bright holly 
The dove that rests in yonder tree 
The light that shines for all to see 
The peace of Christmas Day. 

The hope that has slumbered for two thousand years, 
A promise that silenced a thousand fears, 
A faith that can hobble an ocean of tears, 
The peace of Christmas Day. 

Add all the grief that people may bear, 
Total the strife and the trouble and care, 
Put them in columns and leave them right there, 
The peace of Christmas Day. 
[ⓒ 1966 Cherry Lane Music Publishing] 

 * OFFERTORY RESPONSE 95
Doxology OLD 100TH 

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 



 
WE ARE SENT FORTH TO SERVE 

* HYMN OF DEPARTURE 251
Go Tell It on the Mountain GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN 

* BENEDICTION 

* CHORAL  RESPONSE  
Gloria in excelsis Deo!  
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

* TRINITY CHIMES 

CLOSING VOLUNTARY   
Michael Who Told the Good News Jean-Francois Dandrieu 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ministry of Worship 
Participating Pastor: Morris Brown 

Senior Director of Worship and Arts: Cathy West 
Organist and Director of Children’s Music: Chris Dederer 

Guest Organist: Jeannine Bailer 
Ushers: Ritchie Fishburne, Tom Shank, Dale Beckman, Seena Beckman,  

Teenie Fishburne, Ron Hamilton, Sarah Hamilton, Eleanor Herndon,  
Dick Kern, Sharon Kern, Chuck Tayloe, Sue Tayloe 
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MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT 
CELEBRATING WITH HABITAT FOR HUMANITY By Robby Dunnagan 

On Friday December 14, twenty families celebrated the payoff of their mortgages with 
Habitat for Humanity at a mortgage shredding ceremony.  We celebrate this terrific 
accomplishment with these families. 

Christ UMC has been a partner with Habitat for more than 30 years.  Some of these 14 
homeowners began their journey at about that same time.  In the Habitat model, every 
prospective homeowner must complete 250 hours of sweat equity working on the building 
of their home and others’.  They must successfully pass a credit analysis. They must attend 
classes on such things as budgeting and basic home repair to prepare them for home 
ownership.  After qualifying through this process, Habitat homeowners purchase their 
homes from Habitat. Habitat assists by selling the houses at no profit and providing a 
low-interest mortgage. The fact that these homeowners have now paid off their mortgages 
is a testament to their hard work and perseverance. 

One of the homeowners, Reggie Jones, said “It feels great.  I mean, you really can’t explain 
it, but it’s a great feeling.” Jones, a U.S Army veteran moved into his house in 2003.  In 15 
years, he was able to pay off his mortgage. He did this even though he lost his income for 
17 months after heart bypass surgery. He is now doing well and is so appreciative of the 
opportunity that Habitat has given him. 

It is through the generous support of its sponsors that Habitat is able to provide the “Hand 
Up” to assist the working poor in our community.  In the last 30 years, Habitat of 
Greensboro has built more than 490 homes locally and more than 450 homes abroad. 
What an impact on these people and our community! 

If you would like to help continue this important work, please consider a contribution. 
Send your check to Christ UMC with a notation for Habitat Fund. 

Together we seek to build homes, communities, and hope! 

Travel with Habitat 
International mission trips with Habitat are being planned for 2019 to Honduras and 
Kenya. For more information, contact Robby Dunnagan (rdunnagan@triad.rr.com) or 
attend the information meeting on January 8 at 6pm at First Presbyterian Church.  

More about Housing, Building & Construction 
To learn more about how Christ Church partners with community organizations and its 
members to provide housing solutions through building and construction missional 
engagement opportunities, visit the Missions Café this January.  

 

 



 

HAPPENING THIS WEEK 

NO Table at Glenwood 
Mon, Dec 31 | The Table at Glenwood will NOT meet on New Year’s Eve.  

Church Office Closed 
Tue, Jan 1 | The Church Office will be closed Tuesday, January 1, for the New Year holiday. 
For pastoral emergencies, please call 336-337-5633. 

 

END-OF-YEAR GIVING 
As 2018 comes to a close, we are thankful for all of you and the ways that you contribute to 
the ministries and missions of Christ Church. Below you'll find some information about 
how to make an end of year contribution, as we seek to finish the year well. 

For assistance or questions, please contact Samantha Charlet, Business Manager, at 
336-299-1571 or scharlet@christgreensboro.org. 

Ways to make an end of year contribution: 
● Mailed contributions must be postmarked by December 31. 
● You can submit your contribution online by December 31 at 

christgreensboro.org/giveonline. 
● The Church Office will be open Mon, Dec 31, from 9am-4pm. Walk-ins to the office 

will follow these hours. 
● If you are in the building outside of the office hours, you may put your offering in 

the lock box outside the Church Office. 
● Contributions can be placed in the offering during Sunday worship on December 

30. 

Please note: If you are prepaying your 2019 pledge or you want your contribution applied 
to 2019, you MUST clearly mark this in some way. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

LOVE We love God, humanity, and all creation as an inviting, caring community. 
Our deepest sympathies to Laura, Elizabeth Lane, and Shelby Green on the death of their 
mother and grandmother, Eddie Grigg, on December 23; to William Hester, Jr., on the 
death of his mother, Jeanne Hester, on December 23; and to Sara Niver on the death of her 
husband, Jim Niver, on December 27.  

New Year Kickoff Sunday 
Sun, Jan 6, 9:30am-12:30pm, Gathering Space, Holden Road Campus & 11am, Glenwood 
Campus | The New Year is a great time to get involved or renew involvement in the life of 
the church, whether in Sunday School, small groups, or missions. Join us to learn ways to 
get connected and pick up a copy of our Spring 2019 Guide to Ministry & Mission. 

New Year's Variety Show at Welcome Wednesday 
Wed, Jan 9, 5:30pm-7:30pm, Fellowship Center, Holden Road | Join us for dinner and 
performances from various members of your Christ Church family. Want to share your 
talent? Are you a performer at heart? Sign up to be a part of the show at 
christgreensboro.org/events/varietyshow . Dinner reservations can also be made at this link. 

Adult Fellowship Day Trip to Pittsboro, NC 
Tue, Jan 8, 9:15am-3pm | Travel with us to Pittsboro for a stroll around the quaint town, 
lucnh, and a visit to French Connections, a specialty shop with Whirleygigs, imported 
fabrics, fresh linens, and handmade crafts from Europe. Cost is $6 plus the price of your 
lunch. Register by picking up a form at our Information Walls or online at 
christgreensboro.org/events/pittsboro . Limited spaces are available. 

January Worship Series: Change: A New Me for a New Year 
Beginning January 6 | At we the start new year many of us think about making changes in 
the way we live our lives.  As a result, this January, we'll begin a new worship series at 
Christ Church entitled Change:  A New Me for a New Year . In this series we'll explore four 
things our faith has to say about making changes: 

● January 6 - The Challenge of Change  - We’ll explore some barriers that often make 
changes in our lives is often difficult to achieve.   

● January 13 - Steps on the Path to Change  - We’ll consider some steps we can take 
to help change begin to take place. 

● January 20 - Finding the Power to Change  - We’ll learn about some sources of 
strength that can help us make changes. 

● January 27 - Making Change Permanent  - We’ll learn how our faith can help us 
make change we make in our lives last. 

 

 

 

 



 

GROW We grow intentionally together in the likeness of Christ. 

• KIDS  

Musikgarten Classes for Babies & Tolddlers 
The Musikgarten curriculum is designed to teach language development, self expression, 
memory skills, concentration, social interaction, fine motor skills, listening, problem 
solving, teamwork, coordination, and more through music and movement education. Even 
though there is only one class for each age level, parents may enroll their child for six 
weeks (Early Registration Fee: $75) or for 11 weeks (Early Registration Fee: $100). After 
Jan 27, fees increase for both classes by $15. Register at christgreensboro.org/musikgarten . 

● Family Music for Babies (1-18 months): Saturdays, Feb 2-May 11, 9:30am 
● Family Music for Toddlers (16 months-3 years): Saturday, Feb 2-May 11, 10:15am 

• ADULTS 

Monday Morning Bible Study 
Mon, beginning Jan 7, 10am-11:30am, Disciple Room, Holden Road Campus | Duane 
Morford will be teaching the Gospel of John, using as a primary text John for Everyone, Part 
1 by N.T. Wright. Register at christgreensboro.org/smallgroups . 
Companions in Christ: The Way of Discernment 
Beginning Wed, Jan 9, 6:30pm-8:30pm, Disciple Room, Holden Road Campus | This 
10-week study offers participants a way to discover God’s will in their lives both as 
individuals and as a community of God, focusing on the ancient spiritual discipline of 
discernment and gently leading to the prayerful path of a richer, wiser life. For more 
information, contact Janice Kirkpatrick (jekirkpatrick@gmail.com) or register at 
christgreensboro.org/classes-studies . 
Truth Café 
Wed, Jan 16 & 30, Feb 6, 6:30pm-7:30pm, Parlor/Disciple Room, Holden Road Campus | 
Led by Cindy Thompson, TRUTH Café provides a platform for crucial conversations to 
break down boundaries, speak truth to power and privilege around racism and other 
demographic differences, share the Gospel of social justice, reconcile our differences 
through spiritual transformation, and build trusting right relationships. Each session builds 
on the last, so it is most helpful to attend all three. No registration required. 

NEW Welcome Wednesday Class: Centering Prayer 
Wed, beginning Jan 16, 6:30pm-7:30pm, Holden Road Campus | Join Pastor Morris and 
Robin Britt for a 6-week class on Centering Prayer. Centering Prayer fosters a deeper 
relationship with God through a receptive process sometimes referred to as “resting in 
God.” Centering Prayer is not meant to replace other forms of prayer but to augment them. 
It is a “listening” prayer, opening our mind and heart to God. Register at 
christgreensboro.org/welcomewednesday. 

 



 

SERVE We serve together in our church, our community, and the world.  

Visit our Missions Café 
Looking for an opportunity to serve through Christ Church in our community? Visit our 
Missions Café, located in the Gathering Space, to learn more about these and other current 
opportunities.  

First Food Sunday (Holden Road Campus) 
Sun, Jan 6 | Please bring donations of nonperishable food items to our Missions Closets to 
be delivered to Greensboro Urban Ministry. 

Two Volunteer Opportunities at Winter Shelter 
Come make a difference in the lives of men who are working toward transitioning out of 
homelessness. Volunteers are needed to help prepare meals on Friday evenings for the 
winter shelter at West Market Street UMC. Male volunteers are also needed to stay 
overnight and split the shift with the WMSUMC staff person so he won’t have to be up all 
night. Sleeping quarters are separate from the guests. Visit the Missions Café or contact 
Beth Taylor (b76taylor@gmail.com, 336-202-8726). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Christ United Methodist Church 
410 North Holden Road 
Greensboro, NC 27410 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ United Methodist Church 
www.christgreensboro.org | facebook.com/christgreensboro 

HOLDEN ROAD 
410 N. Holden Rd. 
Greensboro, NC 27410 
(336) 299-1571 
Hours: 9am-4pm M-Th; 9am-1pm F 
Worship with us Sundays at 8:45am, 9am, 
11am, and 11:15am. 

GLENWOOD 
1417 Glenwood Avenue 
Greensboro, NC 27403 
(336) 274-7086 
Worship with us Sundays at 11am. 

RESERVATION LINE 
336-299-1571 ext. 333 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Morris Brown, Senior Pastor  
Louis Timberlake, Executive Pastor  
Virginia Reynolds, Associate Pastor  
Carter Ellis, Associate Pastor/Lead Pastor, 
STUMC  

PASTORAL CARE EMERGENCY LINE  
After office hours, call 336-337-5633. 

CHRIST CHURCH RADIO 
WDFC 101.7 - Broadcast 24/7 
(Our 11am service is broadcast live from 
Holden Road every Sunday.) 

 

INTERESTED IN JOINING?  Contact Susan Pabon in the Church Office (336-299-1571 or 
spabon@christgreensboro.org). 
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