
 
 

Palm Sunday  
Sunday, March 25, 2018 

Traditional Worship, 8:30am and 11am, Sanctuary 
Contemporary Worship, 9am and 11:15am, Fellowship Center 

THE MESSENGER
WORSHIP AND NEWS FROM 



| Love. Grow. Serve. 
Welcome to Christ Church! We are a church that embraces people, the community, and the 
world with the boundless love of God. Our core values are to love God, humanity, and all 
creation; grow intentionally together in Christlikeness; and serve together in our church, 
community, and the world. We are so glad to have you with us today. We hope you’ll feel 
welcomed at Christ Church and be inspired through worship here. 

Guest Information 
If this is your first time worshipping with us, please visit the Connection Point Desk, located 
between the Sanctuary and Fellowship Center. Our volunteers will be happy to help you learn 
more about the missions and ministries at Christ Church. You can also visit our Information 
Centers, located throughout the church, to learn more about what we have to offer. 

Sunday School 
We offer Sunday School classes for all ages each Sunday, 9:50am–10:50am. Visit the 
Connection Point Desk to find a class that’s right for you. 

Children 
All children are welcome to stay during our services; worship materials for kids are available 
on our Worship Walls, located in the Narthex and inside the Fellowship Center entrance. 

• 0–24 months: A nursery is provided for infants through toddlers in Rooms 111 and 
113, and is staffed by trained, professional childcare workers and parent helpers.  

• Ages 2–4: Children ages 2 through 4 are welcome in the nursery during our early 
services. During our late services, in room 302, Worship Care provides a short lesson, 
snack, and playtime. 

• Grades K–5: During our late worship services, Kid’s Worship includes drama, 
storytelling, group competitions, prayer, reflection, and live music. Drop off and pick 
up your children in the Chapel.  

Youth 
Our youth group for grades 7–12 meets regularly on Sunday evenings throughout the school 
year. We also have small groups that meet Wednesday and Thursday evenings. See page 13 
for announcements, and visit christgreensboro.org/youth for more information. 

Prayer Chain 
If you or someone you know is in need of prayer, please email prayer@christgreensboro.org. 
You may also call the church at 336-299-1571 and ask to speak to Susan Pabon. 

Accessibility 
The congregation offers large print hymnals and Bibles, a magnifying sheet for use with our 
bulletins, and hearing assistance devices for our traditional services. Additionally, the 9am 
Awakening service features Vietnamese translation. Please speak to an usher if you need 
assistance. In addition, we broadcast our 11am traditional service live every Sunday on 
WDFC-FM 101.7.  
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Traditional Worship  
8:30am, Sanctuary  
* Those who are able, please stand.  

WE GATHER 
HYMN REQUESTS 
GREETING 
VOLUNTARY  
 Maestoso on: All Glory, Laud and Honor arr. Michael Burkhardt 
* CALL TO WORSHIP 
 Shout with joy, O people of God! Look, your King is coming to you. 
  He is righteous and victorious, 
  yet he is humble, riding on a donkey. 
 Hosanna to the Son of David! Hosanna in the highest! 
  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
* OPENING HYMN 280 
 All Glory, Laud and Honor ST. THEODULPH 

* PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
  Merciful God, on this day your son Jesus Christ entered  
 the holy city of Jerusalem and was proclaimed King by  
 those who spread their garments and palm branches  
 along his way. And yet, a few days later that same crowd  
 turned their backs on him and his way. We confess  
 that there are times when we praise Jesus as our Lord and 
 King, only to turn our backs on him through our thoughts, 
 words and deeds. Forgive us, we pray. And by the power  
 of your Holy Spirit, help follow the way of Jesus even to  
 death on a cross. We pray this in his name. Amen.  
   In silence, let us offer our personal confession to God. 
* ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
  Here is the good news! In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!  
   In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!  
   Thanks be to God! 
* PASSING OF THE PEACE  
 The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you.  

* SUNG RESPONSE  
 Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in his wonderful face, 
 and  the things of earth will grow strangely dim in the light 
 of his glory and grace.  
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Gathering 
We invite you to 

enter into a spirit of 
reverence as we 

prepare for 
worship through 

our opening 
voluntary. To help 

preserve the 
sanctity of the 

service, please 
silence all 

electronic devices 
and refrain  
from flash 

photography.

Passing of  
the Peace  

Passing the peace 
is a tradition rooted 

in Scripture that 
embodies our 

identity as 
peacemakers 

using the words 
Christ spoke to his 
disciples of “Peace 

be with you.” We 
offer this greeting 
to symbolize our 

unity and to 
practice God's call 

to encourage the 
bonds of peace in 

our world.



WE OFFER OUR PRAYERS AND GIFTS 

CELEBRATIONS & CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 Lord, in your mercy, 
  Hear our prayer.  

LORD’S PRAYER 895 

OFFERING  

OFFERTORY ANTHEM  
 Andante moderato from Trio Sonata in C minor  J. J. Quantz 

* OFFERTORY RESPONSE  TALLIS’ CANON 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him all   
  creatures here below; praise Him above, ye heavenly  
 hosts; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.   

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 We offer ourselves to you this day, trusting in your grace.  
 May these gifts honor you, as they continue your work of  
 offering the world a living hope. Amen.  

WE PROCLAIM 
* SCRIPTURE LESSON  
 Mark 15:16-24  
  This is the word of God for the people of God.  
   Thanks be to God. 

IN THE FINAL WEEK: A CANTATA FOR HOLY WEEK  John Purifoy 
   Mary Alice Austin and Chip Johnson, Narrators 
 Prayer of Peace 

Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace. Where there is hatred, let 
me sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there 
is sadness, joy. O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be 
consoled as to console; to be understood, as to understand; to be loved, 
as to love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we 
are pardoned; it is in dying that we are born, that we are born to eternal 
life. 

 Sing Jubilate! 
Sing Jubilate! Shout for joy! Blessed is He who comes in the name of 
the Lord! Hosanna to the King! Sing to the Son of David, shout loud 
Hosanna! Sing Jubilate to the King! Lift up your heads, ye gates. Be 
lifted up so that the King of Glory may come in! Who is the King of 
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Offering Cards 
For those who give 
electronically or by 
mail but would like 

to participate in 
this act of worship, 

cards for the 
offering plates are 

available in the 
pew pockets. 

Ways to Give
You may also give 

online at 
christgreensboro. 

org/giving or by 
texting CUMC to 

73256.



Glory? The Lord, strong and mighty. Be lifted up, you ancient doors, 
that the King of Glory may come in. 

 Canticle of Love  Joe Grady, soloist 
As I have loved you, love one another; and by this, all will know that you 
are My disciples, if you love one another. Greater love has no one than 
this, that a man lay down his life for his friends; and you are My friends 
if you do what I command you. This I command you; to love one 
another. (sung twice) 

 [Congregation to remain seated and sing as directed:] 
Love divine, all loves excelling, pure and spotless let us 
be. Fix in us Thy humble dwelling; perfectly restored in 
Thee. Jesus, Thou are all compassion, pure, unbounded 
love Thou art. Visit us with Thy salvation. Enter every 
trembling heart. 

 This Lonesome Valley 
I want Jesus to walk with me. All along my pilgrim journey, O Lord, I 
want Jesus to walk with me. In my trials, Lord walk with me. When my 
heart is almost breaking, O Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. Jesus 
walked this lonesome valley. He had to walk it by Himself. Oh, nobody 
else could walk it for Him. He had to walk it by Himself. Come and taste 
the bread of heaven. Come and drink the wine outpoured. Forgiveness 
awaits the souls who gather around the table of our Lord. Wine of grace 
and endless mercy, bread of life and liberty, the body and blood of our 
dear Savior, Holy Truth, Who sets us free. 

 Jesus, Rose of Sharon 
Jesus, Rose of Sharon, bloom within my heart. Beauties of Thy truth 
and holiness impart, that where’er we wander our lives may shed 
abroad fragrance of the love and mercy of our God. What language shall 
I borrow to thank Thee, dearest Friend, for this, Thy dying sorrow, Thy 
pity without end? Jesus, Rose of Sharon, hear Your mother weep. See 
her tears of anguish falling at Your feet. Feel her depth of sorrow, 
gazing at her Son; Jesus, Rose of Sharon, the begotten One. O make me 
Thine forever; and should I fainting be, Lord, let me never, never 
outlive my love for Thee. 

WE GO FORTH 

* HYMN OF DEPARTURE 292
 What Wondrous Love Is This WONDROUS LOVE 

* BENEDICTION 
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* CHORAL RESPONSE  
 Prayer of Peace (Reprise) John Purifoy 

CLOSING VOLUNTARY  
 Largo on: All Glory, Laud and Honor arr. Michael Burkhardt 

Ministry of Worship 
Participating Pastor: Louis Timberlake  

Ushers: Randy Ferguson, Alan Woodlief, Elise Woodlief  
Musicians: New Covenant Choir; Heidi Birkner Gordon, oboe;  

Nancy Thurston, flute; Thomas Graham, cello 
Senior Director of Worship and Arts: Cathy West 

Organist and Director of Children’s Music: Chris Dederer 
Director of Handbell Ministries: Jared Gordon 

!6

Closing 
Voluntary 

Traditionally, in 
classical worship, 
the service is not 
considered to be 

over until the 
voluntary has 

concluded. Those 
who wish to hear 

the closing 
voluntary are 

invited to remain in 
their pews; those 
who need to exit 

are asked to do so 
quietly.



Traditional Worship  
11am, Sanctuary  
* Those who are able, please stand.  

WE GATHER 
TRINITY CHIMES 
GREETING 
VOLUNTARY  
 Maestoso on: All Glory, Laud and Honor arr. Michael Burkhardt 
* CALL TO WORSHIP 
 Shout with joy, O people of God! Look, your King is coming to you. 
  He is righteous and victorious, 
  yet he is humble, riding on a donkey. 
 Hosanna to the Son of David! Hosanna in the highest! 
  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
* OPENING HYMN 280  
 All Glory, Laud and Honor ST. THEODULPH 

 ANTHEM  Wesley Choir and Choristers 
 Antiphonal Hosanna  G. Alan Smith 

WE OFFER OUR PRAYERS AND GIFTS 
CELEBRATIONS & CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 Lord, in your mercy,  
  Hear our prayer.  

LORD’S PRAYER 895 
OFFERING  
OFFERTORY ANTHEM  
 Andante moderato from Trio Sonata in C minor  J. J. Quantz 
* OFFERTORY RESPONSE  TALLIS’ CANON 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him all   
  creatures here below; praise Him above, ye heavenly  
 hosts; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.   
* PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 We offer ourselves to you this day, trusting in your grace.  
 May these gifts honor you, as they continue your work of  
 offering the world a living hope. Amen.  

!7

Gathering 
We invite you to 

enter into a spirit of 
reverence as we 

prepare for 
worship through 

our opening 
voluntary. To help 

preserve the 
sanctity of the 

service, please 
silence all 

electronic devices 
and refrain  
from flash 

photography.

Offering Cards 
For those who give 
electronically or by 
mail but would like 

to participate in 
this act of worship, 

cards for the 
offering plates are 

available in the 
pew pockets. 

Ways to Give
You may also give 

online at 
christgreensboro. 

org/giving or by 
texting CUMC to 

73256.



WE PROCLAIM 

* SCRIPTURE LESSON  
 Mark 15:16-24  
  This is the word of God for the people of God.  
   Thanks be to God. 
REQUIEM  John Rutter 
 Italicized texts are translations of the sung Latin; non-italicized texts  
 are sung in English. 
 1. Requiem aeternam 

Grant them rest eternal, Lord our God, we pray to thee: and light 
perpetual shine on them forever. Thou, Lord, art worshipped in Sion: 
thy praises shall ever be sung in all Jerusalem. O hear us; O Lord, 
hear thy faithful servants’ prayer; to thee shall all mortal flesh 
return. Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. (from Missa pro defunctis) 

2. Out of the deep 
Out of the deep have I called unto thee, O Lord: Lord, hear my voice. O 
let thine ears consider well the voice of my complaint. If thou, Lord, 
wilt be extreme to mark what is done amiss: O Lord who may abide it? 
For there is mercy with thee: therefore shalt thou be feared. I look for 
the Lord: my soul doth wait for him, and in his word is my trust. My 
soul fleeth unto the Lord: before the morning watch, I say, before the 
morning watch. O Israel, trust in the Lord, for with the Lord there is 
mercy, and with him is plenteous redemption. And he shall redeem 
Israel from all his sins. (Psalm 130) 

3. Pie Jesu Terri Rotunda, soloist 
Blessed Jesus, Lord I pray, in thy mercy grant them rest. Lord our 
God, we pray thee, grant them everlasting rest. (from ‘Dies irae’, Missa 
pro defunctis)  

4. Sanctus 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and majesty. Heaven and earth 
are full of thy glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord our God: Hosanna in the highest. (from Missa 
pro defunctis) 

5. Agnus Dei 
Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world: in thy mercy 
grant them rest. Man that is born of a woman hath but a short time to 
live, and is full of misery. He cometh up, and is cut down like a flower; 
he fleeth as it were a shadow. In the midst of life we are in death. Of 
whom may we seek for succor? I am the resurrection and the life, saith 
the Lord: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he 
live: and whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. (Latin 
text from Missa pro defunctis; English texts from the Burial Service, 1662 
Book of Common Prayer) 
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6. The Lord Is My Shepherd 
The Lord is my Shepherd; therefore can I lack nothing. He shall feed 
me in a green pasture, and lead me forth beside the waters of comfort. 
He shall convert my soul and bring me forth in the paths of 
righteousness, for his Name’s sake. Yea, though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for thou art with me: 
thy rod and thy staff comfort me. Thou shalt prepare a table for me 
against them that trouble me: thou hast anointed my head with oil and 
my cup shall be full. But thy loving kindness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
(Psalm 23) 

7. Lux aeterna 
I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me: Blessed are the dead who 
die in the Lord, for they rest from their labors. Even so saith the Spirit. 
Light eternal shine upon them, Lord, we pray: with saints and angels 
ever dwelling, for thy mercy’s sake, may they rest in peace. Grant 
them rest eternal, Lord our God, we pray to thee, and light perpetual 
shine on them forever. (English text from the Burial Service; Latin text from 
Missa pro defunctis) 

WE GO FORTH 
* HYMN OF DEPARTURE 292 
 What Wondrous Love Is This (stanzas 1 & 4) WONDROUS LOVE 

* BENEDICTION 
* CHORAL RESPONSE  
 A Gaelic Blessing John Rutter 

* TRINITY CHIMES 

CLOSING VOLUNTARY  
 Largo on: All Glory, Laud and Honor arr. Michael Burkhardt 

Ministry of Worship 
Participating Pastor: Louis Timberlake 

Crucifer and Acolytes: Maria Rotunda, Mark Wallace, Max Vannoy 
Ushers: David Ray, Carl Ashby, Kathy Fair, Dan Leach, John Muller, Cheryl Ray, 

 Steve Taylor, Ron Wilson, Mary Jones, Ron Jones 
Musicians: Wesley Choir and Choristers, Carolyn Cotton, pianist; Chancel Choir;  

Heidi Birkner Gordon, oboe; Nancy Thurston, flute; Thomas Graham, cello;  
Bonnie Bach, harp; Wiley Arnold Sykes, percussion 
Senior Director of Worship and Arts: Cathy West 

Organist and Director of Children’s Music: Chris Dederer 
Director of Handbell Ministries: Jared Gordon 
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Closing 
Voluntary 

Traditionally, in 
classical worship, 
the service is not 
considered to be 

over until the 
voluntary has 

concluded. Those 
who wish to hear 

the closing 
voluntary are 

invited to remain in 
their pews; those 
who need to exit 

are asked to do so 
quietly.



Contemporary Worship  
9am and 11:15am Fellowship Center 

WE GATHER AS A COMMUNITY OF FAITH  
 We’re so glad you’re here! Please feel free to grab a cup of coffee as  
 you gather.  

WE SING AND PRAISE GOD TOGETHER  
 Prepare Ye the Way 
 Here Is Our King (11:15am) 

WE GREET ONE ANOTHER 
 RESPONSE SONG 

WE OFFER OUR PRAYERS 
 COMMISSIONING OF GUATEMALA MISSIONS TEAM (9am) 

 Reckless Love 

 PASTORAL PRAYER 

 LORD’S PRAYER 

WE PRACTICE GENEROSITY  
 OFFERING  
  The Ballad of John and Yoko 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD AND APPLY IT TO OUR LIVES 
 SCRIPTURE  
  Mark 15:16-24 

 SERMON Pastor Morris Brown 
  Hands: Crucified Hands 

WE SING TOGETHER AND GO TO SERVE THE WORLD 
 Lead Me to the Cross 

 BENEDICTION 

Ministry of Worship 
Participating Pastors: Morris Brown, Virginia Reynolds 

Director of Contemporary Worship: Matt Gravely 
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Ways to Give
You may also give 

online at 
christgreensboro. 

org/giving or by 
texting CUMC to 

73256.



| This Sunday at Christ Church: March 25 
Palm Sunday (March 25): At 8:30am, the New Covenant Choir will present In the Final 
Week, a cantata for Holy Week, accompanied by instrumental ensemble. At 9am and 
11:15am, Pastor Morris will continue the Lenten worship series, Hands, with his sermon, 
Crucified Hands. At 11am, the children’s choirs will lead the Palm Processional, and the 
Chancel Choir will present John Rutter’s Requiem, accompanied by instrumental ensemble.  

Easter Eggstravaganza: Our Easter Eggstravaganza promises an afternoon of fun for the 
whole family with an Easter egg hunt, puppet show, crafts, and more as we learn about the 
Easter story. We can't wait to see you this Sunday, March 25, from 3pm-5pm in the 
Fellowship Center! Preregister at christgreensboro.org/eggstravaganza to save time in line!  

| This Week at Christ Church 
View the full calendar at christgreensboro.org/calendar. 

Baby Boomers DayTrippers: Join us on Tuesday, March 27, from 9am-5pm for a visit to 
the shops and lunch in West End and Southern Pines. Carpooling will be coordinated. Sign 
up by emailing Mary Ann Rhoades (marhoades1@gmail.com). 

Welcome Wednesday: Join us this Wednesday, March 28, for dinner at 5:30pm in the 
Fellowship Center, followed by classes and choirs at 6:30pm. On the menu this week is 
grilled pork chop with mango salsa, scalloped potatoes, and rolls, with fish sticks and corn for 
the kids. Grilled chicken salads are available upon reservation request. Make a reservation at 
christgreensboro.org/welcomewednesday. 

Lenten Study on the Gospel of Mark: Dr. Mickey Efird’s study of the Gospel of Mark 
concludes this Wednesday, March 28, at 6:30pm in the Fellowship Center. Cost is $3. 

Maundy Thursday: Join us on Thursday, March 29, at 7pm for a nontraditional service 
featuring an intergenerational and multicultural dramatic presentation of the Last Supper. 
The service will be held in the Fellowship Center and will include Holy Communion for the 
congregation. Childcare is provided.  

Glow-in-the-Dark Easter Egg Hunt: We’re kicking the Easter Egg Hunt up a notch with 
glow-in-the-dark eggs! All kids grades 4-6 are invited to join us for this fun event on 
Thursday, March 29. Meet us at 8:15pm on the Patio outside the Fellowship Center. 

Good Friday Tenebrae Service of Shadows: Join us on Friday, March 30, at 7:30pm in 
the Sanctuary for scripture readings and choral responses centered around the “seven last 
words of Christ” as recorded in the Gospels. Childcare is provided. 
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| General Announcements 
Vacation Bible School Donations: Our VBS crafts team is looking for donations of 
empty paper towel rolls for a craft for our kids. Please leave donations in the labeled bin in 
Holy Grounds.  

Connection Sunday: Connection Sundays offer an opportunity to join Christ UMC during 
one of our worship services and attend a luncheon offering multiple avenues for connecting 
with the life and ministry of CUMC. While you do not have to become a member to 
participate in the ministries of Christ Church, we encourage you to take the next step and 
make that covenant with God and this community of faith. Our next Connection Sunday will 
be Sunday, April 15. Contact Susan Pabon (spabon@christgreensboro.org) by Wednesday, 
April 11, if you are interested in joining. 

| Prayer Ministry & Congregational Care 
Our deepest sympathies to the family and friends of Betty Kusenberg, who died on 
March 16; and to Shirley Dixon and Angie Hager on the death of their brother and uncle, 
Kirk Loy, on March 16; and to Mark Griffin on the death of his mother, Elaine Darnell 
Griffin, on March 20.  

| Missions and Outreach 
Sign up for our Spring Food Drive: Our Spring Food Drive will be Friday and Saturday, 
April 13-14, at Harris Teeter at the Shops at Friendly Center. Volunteers are needed to stand 
at the doors, hand out flyers, collect food, and greet customers. Shifts are two hours long and 
you can sign-up to volunteer online at christgreensboro.org/fooddrive or in the Gathering 
Space.  

Red Cross Blood Drive: Our next Red Cross Blood Drive is Sunday, April 15, from 
8:30am-1pm in the Gym. To sign up to donate blood, visit redcrossblood.org and enter 
sponsor code “Christ UMC.” Walk-ins are welcome! 
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| ChristKids (Infants-Grade 6) 
Kids Worship Updates: There will be no Kids Worship on Sunday, March 25, or Sunday, 
April 1. Children are encouraged to join their families in worship as there are special things 
going on in each service.  

Kids Worship Walls: Families with children are invited to visit the new Kids Worship 
Walls to select fun materials to enhance their worship experience. The Worship Wall for the 
traditional service is located in the narthex. The Worship Wall for the contemporary space is 
a four-sided stand located immediately inside of the entrance. Children are welcome to take 
whatever materials they would like and return supplies when they are finished. 

Spring Music Classes for Infants & Toddlers: Our spring session of Babygarten and 
Musicplay will begin the week of April 9. Babygarten will be offered on Monday, Wednesday, 
and Saturday mornings, and Musicplay will be offered on Saturday mornings. For class 
times, details, and registration information, visit christgreensboro.org/childrensmusic. 

CEC Openings: The Childhood Enrichment Center (CEC) is currently registering for the 
2018-2019 school year. There are still some openings in all ages levels, but especially in the 
2s and the 4s/5s. For more information, visit cecgreensboro.org or call the CEC office 
(336-294-9080). We'll be happy to arrange a visit/tour. 

Volunteer with Vacation Bible School: This year’s Vacation Bible School, Moses & Me, 
will be June 25-28, 2018. To make Vacation Bible School a success, we need the help of more 
than 200 volunteers, from preschool and elementary-age teachers to game and craft leaders 
to carpool drivers and more! Bonus: Volunteers may register their children for Vacation Bible 
School before general registration begins. Visit christgreensboro.org/vbs2018 to sign up. 

| ChristYouth (Grades 7-12) 
Youth Group This Week: Junior and senior high will be making “plarn” (plastic yarn) for 
Operation Bed Roll this Sunday. Bring all of your plastic grocery bags and $3 for sliders and 
fries. 
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| ChristLife Adult Ministry 
To view all spring opportunities, please visit christgreensboro.org or pick up a copy of our 
Guide to Mission & Ministry, available at our Information Centers. 

REPLENISH Women’s Retreat: Looking for a brief escape from the pressures of 
everyday life? Longing to grow closer in your relationship to Christ and to other women at 
Christ Church? At our 2018 Women’s Retreat, REPLENISH your soul with worship, learning, 
inspiring speakers, community, the labyrinth, and a movie night. The retreat will be held 
April 21-22 at the Summit at Haw River State Park. For cost information, additional details, 
and registration, visit christgreensboro.org/replenish.  

UMW Unit Meeting: Join our United Methodist Women on Thursday, April 19, at 6pm for 
dinner and a presentation about the impacts of economic inequality on the lives of children. 
Sharon L. Contreras, PhD., Superintendent of Guilford Count Schools, will speak on 
addressing the needs of low-income families in Guilford County Schools; LaToy Kennedy, 
principal at Hampton Elementary School, will speak on the continuing need for Summer 
Enrichment Time at HES. Cost is $10/person, payable at the door; make a reservation at 
christgreensboro.org/events, by contacting the Reservation Line, or by contacting Carolyn 
McKinney (comkville@aol.com, 336-638-8682). 

| Easter Sunday 
Easter Sunday: Please join us on Sunday, April 1, as we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection: 

• Sunrise Service with Communion, 6:45am, Outdoor Chapel (childcare not provided) 
• Traditional Worship with Handbells and Communion, 8:30am in the Sanctuary 
• Contemporary Worship, 9am in the Fellowship Center 
• Traditional Worship with Orchestra, 11am in the Sanctuary 
• Contemporary Worship with Communion, 11:15am in the Fellowship Center 

There will be no Kids Worship on Easter. Children are invited to worship with their families. 

Special Adult Sunday School for Easter: What do peacocks have to do with the 
resurrection and red eggs with Mary Magdalene? Join Rev. Alice Kunka for “Easter Symbols 
& Their Surprising Stories” in the Parlor and Disciple Room on Easter Sunday at 9:50am to 
discover some of the surprising symbols of Easter. All adult classes and individuals welcome. 

Easter Flowers: We are accepting donations for Easter flower arrangements. Please 
complete the form below, attach your donation, and return it to the offering plate or Church 
Office no later than March 26. You may also order online at christgreensboro.org/easter-
flowers. Your name and the name(s) of those whom you are honoring or memorializing will 
be listed on Easter Sunday. (Please print to help us avoid any errors.) 

Your name: ______________________________ Donation amount: _________ 

In honor of/in memory of (circle one) : ______________________________ 
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Ministry Spotlight:  
How Hospitality Can Make A Difference

When my husband and I decided to visit Christ Church for the first time, we knew no one. 
After attending the 11am traditional service, it felt enough like “home” to me (a lifelong 
Methodist) that we decided to come back. The following Sunday we arrived at 11:10am, 
flustered and embarrassed to be late, and decided to try Spark instead. During the passing of 
the peace, a couple went out of their way to introduce themselves to us. They found us again 
after the service to invite us to join them for lunch. We accepted their invitation, and four 
years later we are church members, our son was baptized here, I am on staff, and our dearest 
friends are those we worship with on Sunday mornings. Christ Church is home.

Would we still be at Christ Church today if someone hadn’t introduced themselves to us? 
Maybe. But I can say with a certainty that it’s why we came back. My point is this: First 
impressions matter, and it doesn’t take much.

For many, Easter Sunday and the surrounding events may be some of the only times they 
step foot in a church this year. It may be their first time at church in a long time, their first 
time at Christ Church, or their first time at any church. The impression that we make as a 
congregation does have an impact. As the people who make up Christ United Methodist 
Church, we have the opportunity to welcome each and every guest with open arms—not just 
on Easter, but every Sunday. 

As we begin Holy Week, here are some tips for being hospitable: 

• Pray for the guests, for members and frequent worshippers, for the pastors and 
musicians, for staff and volunteers. 

• Park far away, if you are able, and leave the closest spaces for guests. 
• Help out. Christ Church is large, sprawling, and confusing. Keep an eye out for those 

who look lost, and give them directions. Better yet, introduce yourself and walk them to 
where they’re going. 

• Say hi. For us, a simple greeting made all of the difference. If you see someone you don’t 
know, introduce yourself and ask if they’re new. If they are, see how you can help them 
connect. Invite them to join you for Sunday school, a small group, or a cup of coffee in the 
Gathering Space. If they’re not new, that’s okay, too: In a church as big as Christ Church, 
it’s impossible to know everyone.

• Be mindful of where you sit. Guests are typically more comfortable sitting in the 
back or along the edge of rows. If you’re a member or regular worshipper, sit to the front 
and in the middle of the rows so guests don’t have to walk over or past you to sit down.  

—Courtney Guadagno 
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Christ United Methodist Church 
410 North Holden Road, Greensboro, NC 27410 

christgreensboro.org | Facebook.com/ChristGreensboro  
Christ Church on the Radio: 101.7 WDFC-FM (11am service broadcast live on Sundays) 

Interested in joining the church? Please contact Susan Pabon, Clergy Administrative 
Assistant (spabon@christgreensboro.org), in the Church Office for more information. 

Office Hours 9am-4pm, Monday-Thursday; 9am-1pm, Friday 
Church Phone (336) 299-1571 | Church Fax (336) 299-7866 

Reservation Line (336) 299-1571 ext. 333 

Pastoral Care Emergency Line (After office hours and weekends) 
(336) 337-5633 

Pastoral Staff 
Morris Brown, Senior Pastor 

Louis Timberlake, Executive Pastor 
Virginia Reynolds, Associate Pastor 

Alice Kunka, Associate Pastor for Spiritual Formation 
Mark Vickers, Associate Pastor and Lead Pastor at St. Timothy’s UMC 

Christ United Methodist Church 
410 North Holden Road 
Greensboro, NC 27410 


