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WELCOME TO CHRIST CHURCH!  
We are so glad you have chosen to worship with us this Sunday! At Christ Church, we 
embrace people, the community, and the world with the boundless love of God through 
loving, growing, and serving together. We hope you will feel welcome and inspired 
through worship here today. 

NEW HERE? 

Stop by the Connection Point Desk, located between the Sanctuary and Fellowship Center, 
to learn more about our missions and ministries. We’d love to help you find your place at 
Christ Church. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Whether you’re 2 or 92, we have a Sunday School class that’s waiting to welcome you. 
Classes meet at 9:50am between our early and late worship services each Sunday. Learn 
more at christgreensboro.org/adults. 

FOR YOUTH  

From Sunday school in the Youth Building to Sunday night youth group to weekly small 
groups and more, we offer a number of opportunities for youth (grades 6-12) at Christ 
Church. Learn more at christgreensboro.org/youth . 

FOR KIDS 

We love for children of all ages to join us for worship! Stop by our Worship Walls, located 
near the entrances to the Sanctuary and Fellowship Center, to find activities to help them 
engage with the service. Learn more about our kids’ ministries at christgreensboro.org/kids . 

CHILDCARE 

Located in rooms 111 and 113, our Nursery (0-24 months) is staffed by trained, 
professional childcare workers and parent helpers. Children ages 2-4 can enjoy a lesson, 
snack, and playtime in Worship Care in room 110 (early services) or room 302 (late 
services). 

ACCESSIBILITY 

Large print hymnals and Bibles, a magnifying sheet, and hearing assistance devices are 
available for our traditional services. Please speak to an usher if you need assistance.  

GET IN TOUCH 

Looking to join? Have a question? Our staff is here to help! Contact us by emailing 
info@christgreensboro.org or calling the Church Office at 336-299-1571.  

 



 
TRADITIONAL WORSHIP  | 11am  

* Those who are able, please stand. 
 

Those who are unable to attend worship for any reason may tune into this service  
live on Sunday mornings on Christ Church Radio, WDFC 101.7FM.   

You can also listen online on Sunday mornings at christgreensboro.org/live . 
 

WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP 

TRINITY CHIMES 

GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

OPENING VOLUNTARY Celebration Ringers
In Christ Alone Townend & Getty/arr. Sandra Eithun 

* CALL TO WORSHIP  
God is the True Vine and we are the branches. 

Connected to God we bear fruit.  
Connected to God we experience joy.  

Connected to God we receive abundant life!  
Come, let us worship God who is the True Vine.  

* OPENING HYMN 395 
Take Time to Be Holy HOLINESS 

* PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God, the giver of life, you teach us to abide in your generous love, for it completes 
our lives and gives us joy. You ask us to love others as you have loved us. And yet, we 
sometimes struggle to love as you have loved us. We choose to abide in our own 
strength and power and not yours. Forgive us, we pray. And teach us your love   
again. Amen. (All pray in silence.) 

* PARDON AND PASSING OF THE PEACE 
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.  

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
Glory to God. Amen.  

The peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you.  

 



 
* SUNG RESPONSE 

Jesus, remember me, when you come into your kingdom. 
Jesus, remember me, when you come into your kingdom.  

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

* SCRIPTURE  LESSON 
John 15:1–8  

This is the word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

SERMON Pastor Carter Ellis
Jesus, A Self Portrait: I Am the Vine  

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

* HYMN OF RESPONSE  
O Jesus, the True Vine ST. THOMAS 

1. O Jesus, the True Vine 
in whom we all abide,  
we come to praise you, O Most High. 
In you, we will confide. 

2. Remove the fruitless branch -  
our doubts, our fears, self-pride. 
Help us to never stray from you, 
bring others to your side. 

3. The branch that bears no fruit 
is cut off from the rest. 
Apart from you we cannot live 
to be our very best. 

4. Prune branches bearing fruit 
so we can branch out more, 
give you the glory and the praise, 
new life in us restore. 

5. Be rooted in Christ's love. 
Bear fruit for all to see 
we serve an ever-loving Lord. 
A fruitful branch we'll be. 
[Text: C. Christian Dederer, © 2019.  Used by permission.] 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM 39 

 



 
WELCOME SONG 

Child of blessing, child of promise, baptized with the Spirit’s sign;  
with this water God has sealed you until love and grace divine.  

CELEBRATIONS & CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 

CALL TO PRAYER  
I Am the Vine, You Are the Branches Michael Jothen 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer.  

LORD’S PRAYER 895 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Chancel Choir 
I Am the True Vine Margaret Vardell Sandresky 

I am the true vine, and ye are the branches. He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same 
bringeth forth much fruit. Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye 
be my disciples. As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you. This is my commandment, 
that ye love one another, as I have loved you. [© 1998 Paraclete Press] 

 * OFFERTORY RESPONSE 95
Doxology OLD 100TH 

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

WE ARE SENT FORTH TO SERVE 

* HYMN OF DEPARTURE 561 
  Jesus, United by Thy Grace ST. AGNES 

* BENEDICTION  

* CHORAL RESPONSE 
Grant us, Lord, the Grace of Living STUTTGART 

* TRINITY CHIMES 

CLOSING VOLUNTARY  
I Am the Holy Vine John Ireland/arr. Michael Burkhardt 
 

Ministry of Worship 
Participating Pastors: Carter Ellis, Virginia Reynolds 

Crucifer & Acolytes : Matthew Mottinger, Matthew Ma, Liz Gram 
Senior Director of Worship and Arts: Cathy West 

Organist and Director of Children’s Music: Chris Dederer 
Ushers: Byron Ritter, Kathie Barker, Britt Blaylock, Carol Chapman, Steve Danford, Judy Dulberg, 

Rick Martin, Esther Overby, Charles Penly, Richard Raiford, Bill Trivette, Greg Whitfield 
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MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT 
2019 LENTEN OFFERING: RISE AGAINST HUNGER 
As a child, I remember hearing, “Don’t waste your food. There are hungry people in the 
world.” I wondered why it mattered or how this would impact those who are hungry.  I have 
since learned that although enough food is produced every year to feed the world’s 
growing population, that food is not evenly distributed. As a result, nearly 1 in 9 people go 
to bed hungry each night. The question remains: How do we redistribute the food from 
vast storehouses in industrialized nations to the hungriest people in the world? 

One of our ministry partners, Rise Against Hunger (RAH) aims to answer that question, 
with a goal of ending world hunger by 2030. RAH is an international organization that 
distributes food and life-changing aid to the world’s most vulnerable people, working with 
local resources to ensure that meals are not only safely delivered, but are prepared to high 
and healthy standards. Through its meal delivery initiative, RAH provides a safety net to 
the world’s most vulnerable while long-term food security projects take root. It also 
empowers communities through agriculture and income-generating initiatives, which 
promote “improved agricultural methods, business skills, and market access.”  Additionally, 
in emergency circumstances, pallets of prepared meal packages are shipped to in-country 
partners where aid is efficiently and effectively distributed when it is needed most. 
Through these efforts, more than 794,700 people were served in 2018—and we at Christ 
Church were part of that.  

The Lenten season offers an opportunity for each of us to reflect on our relationship with 
God—and perhaps our relationship with food. During this season, some people elect to 
refrain, or fast, from some food items as a discipline. When we reflect on our own personal 
food consumption, we may recognize the contrast between the rich and abundant food we 
consume as compared to the lack of food others experience. According to the USDA, “In 
the United States, food waste is estimated at between 30-40 percent of the food supply.” 
How can we begin to make a change? First, we need to be more conscious of our own food 
selections, consumption, and waste, and be excellent stewards of God’s bounty. Secondly, 
we can give to the Christ Church Lenten Offering, which will be collected on Palm Sunday 
(April 14) and will go directly to packing nutritious meals for people in third world nations 
through our partnership with Rise Against Hunger. Our goal of $16,000—when combined 
with missions funding from the Boundless initiative—will provide 100,000 meals in 2019. 
Finally, we might consider traveling with Rise Against Hunger to assist in the distribution 
of packaged meals; learn more at riseagainsthunger.org . 
This week, we encourage you to pray about how God might be leading you to address 
world hunger. Consider how you might be part of the Lenten Offering. Contact Pastor 
Virginia (vreynolds@christgreensboro.org)  or Rick Brown (rickbrown@northstate.net) if 
you want to learn more about impacting world hunger.  

 



 

THIS SUNDAY AT CHRIST CHURCH 

The flowers in the Gathering Space (Holden Road) are given to the glory of God and in 
celebration of the baptism of Pierce Allen Smith, by grandparents, Keith and Debbie 
Faircloth. Pierce is the son of Travis and Sarah Faircloth Smith.  

This Sunday at the 11am service (Holden Road) we celebrate the baptism of Pierce Allen 
Smith, born October 25, 2018, to parents Travis Allen Smith and Sarah Faircloth Smith. 
Godparents are Andrew and Sara Faircloth. 

United Methodist Women 150th Birthday Celebration 
Sun, Mar 31, 9:30am-12:30pm, Gathering Space, Holden Road | In celebration of the 150th 
birthday of the UMW, join us for birthday cake in the Gathering Space! 

HAPPENING THIS WEEK 

Lenten Bible Study: Beneath the Cross of Jesus 
Tue, Apr 2, 6:30pm, Disciple Room, Holden Road | This study examines the gospel 
narrative of the crucifixion and the early church understanding of the death of Christ as 
found in the New Testament. Come to any or all weeks.  

Welcome Wednesday 
Wed, Apr 3, 5:30pm,  Fellowship Center, Holden Road | Join us for dinner followed by 
classes and programs for all ages. On the menu this week are tacos, spanish rice, and black 
beans. Make a reservation at christgreensboro.org/welcomewednesday.  

Lay Academy with Dr. Mickey Efird: What Does Paul Have to Say to Us Today? 
Wed, Apr 3, 6:30pm, Fellowship Center | Join Dr. Mickey Efird for a study of Paul’s letters. 
Come to any or all weeks. Register at christgreensboro.org/layacademy . 
Weekly Prayer Service 
Thursdays, 5:30pm, Chapel, Holden Road | Are you seeking God's presence in your life? 
Are you looking for life after a loss? Inspired by the centuries old tradition of the Jewish 
Shiva, this 20-minute prayer service will begin with contemplative music, followed by a 
series of scripture readings and prayers designed to bring comfort, assurance and hope.  

Glenwood Community Spring Fling 
Sat, Apr 6, 11am-1pm, Christ Church Glenwood | Join us for games, crafts, prizes, and more 
for the whole family! A free hot dog lunch will be served at noon. This event will be held 
rain or shine. Parking will be available on the street and/or in the Hope Academy parking 
lot, with bus transportation offered to the Glenwood campus. Learn more or sign up to 
volunteer at christgreensboro.org/events/springfling . 
Spring Food Drive for Greensboro Urban Ministry  
Fri-Sat, Apr 5-6, 10am-6pm, Harris Teeter at Friendly Center | Our semiannual Food Drive 
for Greensboro Urban Ministry is here! Sign up a two-hour shift at the Missions Café or 
online at christgreensboro.org/events/fooddrive , or stop by to shop and support!  

 



 

LOVE We love God, humanity, and all creation as an inviting, caring community. 
Our deepest sympathies to Hal Stoneking on the death of his mother, Delores Stoneking, 
on March 22; and to Leigh Shuck on the death of her father, Roland Nelson, on March 21.  
Membership Information Audit 
We are updating our contact records and need you to verify your information! Forms are 
available at our Information Walls, in the Church Office, or at christgreensboro.org/update. 
Those who submit the form by March 31 will be entered to win a prize. 
Easter Eggstravaganza 
Sun, Apr 14, 2pm-4pm, Holden Road | Join us on Palm Sunday for a bounce house, live 
animals, crafts, storytelling, food, and an Easter Egg hunt as we share the story of Jesus' 
resurrection. For preschoolers and elementary schoolers and their families.  
In The Final Week: A Cantata for Holy Week 
Wed, Apr 17, 6:30pm, Sanctuary, Holden Road | Following our Welcome Wednesday meal, 
the New Covenant choir and our Drama Ministry, accompanied by a small instrumental 
ensemble, will present In the Final Week. Using Christ's love and our response to that love 
as its central theme, this creative and moving cantata will take listeners through each of 
the five days of Holy Week, including a service of communion, through the use of scripture, 
music, and drama.  
Maundy Thursday Service 
Thu, Apr 18, 12:15pm, Sanctuary, Glenwood | Join us for a brief worship service as we 
remember what it was like for Jesus to gather with his disciples through sharing 
communion. 
Good Friday Tenebrae Service 
Fri, Apr 9, 7:30pm, Sanctuary, Holden Road | This dramatic service features scripture 
readings and choral responses centered around the "seven last words of Christ" as 
recorded in the Gospels.  
Easter Sunday 
Sun, Apr 21 | Celebrate the risen Savior with us at one of our 6 worship services: 

● Holden Road Campus 
6:45am | Sunrise Worship, Outdoor Chapel 
8:45am & 11am | Traditional Worship with Communion, Sanctuary 
9am & 11:15am | Contemporary Worship with Communion, Fellowship Center 

● Glenwood Campus | 11am | Traditional Worship with Communion, Sanctuary 

Easter at the Table 
Mon, Apr 22, 5:30pm, Glenwood |  Join us the day after Easter as we continue to celebrate 
the gift of life and resurrection with vibrant worship, a delicious meal, and engaging 
conversation! We'll gather for dinner at 5:30pm and transition into worship by 6pm. There 
will be a special time for children.   

 



 

GROW We grow intentionally together in the likeness of Christ. 
• KIDS  

VBS Registration Now Open 

Registration for Vacation Bible School is open for those who participate in the life and 
ministry of Christ Church! This year's theme is “Moses and Me: The Rest of the Story.” 
Cost is $21/child ($51 family maximum). Register at christgreensboro.org/vbs . 
3.4.5. Flower Pot Painting Delivery (Grades 3-5) 
Sun, May 19, 12:30pm-3pm, Holden Road | Please note date change for this event. RSVP at 
christgreensboro.org/events/upcoming . 
• YOUTH 

Youth Group – Middle School Only 
Sun, Mar 31, 6pm, Youth Building, Holden Road | After dinner (bring $3 for chicken 
alfredo), join us to paint inspirational messages to hang in the halls at Peck Elementary!  

• ADULTS 

Adult Fellowship Trip: Ava Gardner Museum in Smithfield, NC 
Thu, Apr 11, 8:30am-5pm | The Ava Gardner Museum  is one of NC’s most remarkable 
attractions, honoring the life, loves, and legacy of Ava Gardner. Guests will need to be able 
to walk unaided. Cost is $20; register by April 2 at christgreensboro.org/events/ava  or by 
returning a form, available at our Information Walls, to the Church Office. 

Discipleship Ministries Appreciation Breakfast 
Sun, Apr 7, 8;15am-9:50am, Parlor & Disciple Room, Holden Road | All Discipleship 
Ministries servants are invited to join us for a drop-in breakfast—featuring a waffle bar, 
yogurt station, and more—in honor of their service as part of our Discipleship Ministries at 
Christ United Methodist Church. Childcare is available. RSVP at 
christgreensboro.org/thankyou . 
Baby Boomer Day Trippers: River Run Film Festival 
Fri, Apr 5, 1:30pm, A/Perture Theatre (311 W. 4th St.), Winston-Salem | Join us for the 
documentary Gimme a Faith , followed by a 90-minute break, the The Dancing Dogs of 
Greensboro film, and dinner downtown. Tickets are available by phone (336-721-1945) or 
online at riverrunfilm.com ; contact Mary Ann Rhoades (marhoades1@gmail.com) if you plan 
to attend. Carpooling is encouraged. 

Festival of Wisdom & Grace 
Aug 5-8, Lake Junaluska | Join other CUMC Baby Boomers and senior adults for this 
conference featuring workshops, worship, guest speakers, entertainment, and more with 
the theme of “Growing Deeper Roots.” Lodging and meal packages are available. Learn 
more and register at lakejunaluska.com/events/spiritual_enrichment/wisdom_and_grace .  
 

 



 

SERVE We serve together in our church, our community, and the world.  

Red Cross Blood Drive 
Sun, Apr 7, 8am-1pm, Gym, Holden Road | Giving blood can help save a life. Sign up to 
donate at redcrossblood.org using sponsor code "Christ UMC" or at the Missions Café.  

Serve at Spark (11:15am Contemporary Worship) (Holden Road) 
Greeters, communion servers, and ushers for receiving the offering are needed for our 
11:15am contemporary worship service. To sign up or learn more,  please contact Lori 
Gray (lbgray2002@att.net) or Dana Vaughn (cndvaughn97@gmail.com). 

Front Entrance Greeters (Holden Road Campus) 
We are looking to put together a team of individuals to serve as front entrance greeters at 
our Holden Road campus. Shifts will likely be 8:30am-9:15am and 10:45am-11:15am on 
Sundays. Sign up at the Connection Point desk or online at christgreensboro.org/greeter . 
VBS Collections 
The VBS team is very excited about this summer’s Moses and Me: The Rest of the Story .  We 
are planning crafts and lessons and have started to collect cardboard egg cartons and 
cereal/cracker boxes. If you can help, please leave your donations in the VBS bin in the 
Missions Closet (Holden Road). 

Serve at our Easter Eggstravaganza 
Sun, Apr 14, 2pm-4pm, Holden Road | Volunteers are needed to help make this event a 
memorable one for our children and their families. Interested in serving? Contact Kara 
Harvey (kharvey@christgreensboro.org).  

National Volunteer Appreciation Week 
Apr 7-14 | Is there a volunteer at Christ Church who has made a big difference in your life? 
We would love to hear about it! Email Courtney Guadagno, Director of Communications 
and Technology (cguadagno@christgreensboro.org), with their name and a little bit about 
how they serve and how it’s impacted you.  

 

EASTER FLOWERS 
We are accepting donations for Easter flower arrangements for our worship spaces. Please 
complete the form below, attach your donation, and return it to the offering plate or 
Church Office by April 14. Your name and the name(s) of those whom you are honoring or 
memorializing will be listed on Easter Sunday. (Please print to help us avoid errors.) 

Your Name: ___________________________________________ Donation amount: ________________ 

In honor of/in memory of (circle one): ____________________________________________________ 

Campus: ____ Glenwood       ____ Holden Road 

 



 
Christ United Methodist Church 
410 North Holden Road 
Greensboro, NC 27410 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ United Methodist Church 
www.christgreensboro.org | facebook.com/christgreensboro 

HOLDEN ROAD 
410 N. Holden Rd. 
Greensboro, NC 27410 
(336) 299-1571 
Hours: 9am-4pm M-Th; 9am-1pm F 
Worship with us Sundays at 8:45am, 9am, 
11am, and 11:15am. 

GLENWOOD 
1417 Glenwood Avenue 
Greensboro, NC 27403 
(336) 274-7086 
Worship with us Sundays at 11am. 

RESERVATION LINE 
336-299-1571 ext. 333 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Morris Brown, Senior Pastor  
Louis Timberlake, Executive Pastor  
Virginia Reynolds, Associate Pastor  
Carter Ellis, Associate Pastor/Lead Pastor, 
STUMC  

PASTORAL CARE EMERGENCY LINE  
After office hours, call 336-337-5633. 

CHRIST CHURCH RADIO 
WDFC 101.7 - Broadcast 24/7 
(Our 11am service is broadcast live from 
Holden Road every Sunday.) 

 

INTERESTED IN JOINING?  Contact Susan Pabon in the Church Office (336-299-1571 or 
spabon@christgreensboro.org). 
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