
 
 

 
Sunday, May 6, 2018 

Traditional Worship, 8:30am and 11am, Sanctuary 
Contemporary Worship, 9am and 11:15am, Fellowship Center 

THE MESSENGER
WORSHIP AND NEWS FROM 



| Love. Grow. Serve. 
Welcome to Christ Church! We are a church that embraces people, the community, and the 
world with the boundless love of God. Our core values are to love God, humanity, and all 
creation; grow intentionally together in Christlikeness; and serve together in our church, 
community, and the world. We are so glad to have you with us today. We hope you’ll feel 
welcomed at Christ Church and be inspired through worship here. 

Guest Information 
If this is your first time worshipping with us, please visit the Connection Point Desk, located 
between the Sanctuary and Fellowship Center. Our volunteers will be happy to help you learn 
more about the missions and ministries at Christ Church. You can also visit our Information 
Centers, located throughout the church, to learn more about what we have to offer. 

Sunday School 
We offer Sunday School classes for all ages each Sunday, 9:50am–10:50am. Visit the 
Connection Point Desk to find a class that’s right for you. 

Children 
All children are welcome to stay during our services; worship materials for kids are available 
on our Worship Walls, located in the Narthex and inside the Fellowship Center entrance. 

• 0–24 months: A nursery is provided for infants through toddlers in Rooms 111 and 
113, and is staffed by trained, professional childcare workers and parent helpers.  

• Ages 2–4: Children ages 2 through 4 are welcome in the nursery during our early 
services. During our late services, in room 302, Worship Care provides a short lesson, 
snack, and playtime. 

• Grades K–5: During our late worship services, Kid’s Worship includes drama, 
storytelling, group competitions, prayer, reflection, and live music. Drop off and pick 
up your children in the Chapel.  

Youth 
Our youth group for grades 7–12 meets regularly on Sunday evenings throughout the school 
year. We also have small groups that meet Wednesday and Thursday evenings. See page 8 for 
announcements, and visit christgreensboro.org/youth for more information. 

Prayer Chain 
If you or someone you know is in need of prayer, please email prayer@christgreensboro.org. 
You may also call the church at 336-299-1571 and ask to speak to Susan Pabon. 

Accessibility 
The congregation offers large print hymnals and Bibles, a magnifying sheet for use with our 
bulletins, and hearing assistance devices for our traditional services. Additionally, the 9am 
Awakening service features Vietnamese translation. Please speak to an usher if you need 
assistance. In addition, we broadcast our 11am traditional service live every Sunday on 
WDFC-FM 101.7. 
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Traditional Worship  
8:30am and 11am, Sanctuary   
* Those who are able, please stand.  

WE GATHER 
HYMN REQUESTS (8:30am) 

TRINITY CHIMES (11am) 

GREETING 

VOLUNTARY  
 Blest Be the Tie That Binds  arr. J. William Greene 

* CALL TO WORSHIP 
 Let us lift up our eyes, 
  and see the ways of God!  
 Let us lift up our voices, 
  and offer praise to the Lord.  
 Let us lift up our hearts, 
  and be filled with God’s spirit!  
 Let us lift up our lives, 
  and let God use them to lift others up! 

* OPENING HYMN 159  
 Lift High the Cross CRUCIFER 

CELEBRATION OF MINISTRY 

SCRIPTURE LESSON  
 Proverbs 17:22; Ephesians 4:29; Galatians 6:10; James 5:16b  
  This is the word of God for the people of God.  
   Thanks be to God. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

SERMON Pastor Morris Brown 
 Lift Up  

WE RESPOND 
* HYMN OF RESPONSE  557
 Blest Be the Tie That Bonds DENNIS 

INVITATION, CONFESSION, AND PARDON 12 
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Gathering 
We invite you to 

enter into a spirit of 
reverence as we 

prepare for 
worship through 

our opening 
voluntary. To help 

preserve the 
sanctity of the 

service, please 
silence all 

electronic devices 
and refrain  
from flash 

photography.



* PASSING OF THE PEACE  
 The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

OFFERING  

OFFERTORY ANTHEM 
 Family of Faith (8:30am)  Pepper Choplin 
  Lord, we gather as Your people to lift a humble prayer unto You, that as  
  Your people come, we will join as one in worship. Many members, one  
  body; many hearts, one hope, one faith in You, and when we disagree,  
  teach our eyes to see that we are one in the family of faith, the family of  
  faith, joined by the miracle of grace. By the spirit You give, O teach us to  
  live as one in the family of faith. We are brothers, we sisters all, children  
  of the one Creator of all. So as we live and grow, help us always know  
  that we are one. Come and lead us on, Lord, we will follow to Your  
  kingdom of glory and power, and as we live our days, we will sing Your  
  praise, we’ll sing Your praise. 
 Communion (11am) Douglas Wagner 
  Bread of the world in mercy broken, wine of the soul in mercy shed, by  
  whom the words of life were spoken, and in whose death our sins are  
  dead. Look on the heart by sorrow broken, look on the tears by sinners  
  shed, and be your feast to us the token, that by your grace our souls are  
  fed. Lord, in your service we live ever, that by our deeds, our love is  
  known; through caring thought and kind endeavor, your will is done,  
  your glory shown. Amen. 

* OFFERTORY RESPONSE  LASST UNS ERFREUEN
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God all  
 creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the  
 source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power  
 uplifts! Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 Alleluia!  

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 We offer ourselves to you this day, trusting in your grace.  
 May these gifts honor you, as they continue your work of  
 offering the world a living hope. Amen. 

CELEBRATIONS & CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                                     17 

HOLY COMMUNION 
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Passing of  
the Peace  

Passing the peace 
is a tradition rooted 

in Scripture that 
embodies our 

identity as 
peacemakers 

using the words 
Christ spoke to his 
disciples of “Peace 

be with you.” We 
offer this greeting 
to symbolize our 

unity and to 
practice God's call 

to encourage the 
bonds of peace in 

our world.

Offering Cards 
For those who give 
electronically or by 
mail but would like 

to participate in 
this act of worship, 

cards for the 
offering plates are 

available in the 
pew pockets. 

Ways to Give
You may also give 

online at 
christgreensboro. 

org/giving or by 
texting CUMC to 

73256.



PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING  
 Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in  
 which you have given yourself to us. Grant that we may go 
 into the world in the strength of your Holy Spirit, to give  
 ourselves for others. Unite your church throughout the  
 world as we commission your servants to deliver these  
 symbols of Christ’s love to our homebound members, that 
 your name may be praised in all the earth, through Jesus  
 Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 WE GO FORTH 

* HYMN OF DEPARTURE 560 
 Help Us Accept Each Other ACCEPTANCE 

* BENEDICTION 

* CHORAL RESPONSE  
 With Minds Alert, Upheld by Grace (8:30am) arr. Basil Harwood  
 God Be with You till We Meet Again (11am) Ralph Vaughan Williams 

* TRINITY CHIMES  

CLOSING VOLUNTARY  
 Lift High the Cross  arr. Jeffrey Honoré 

Ministry of Worship 
Participating Pastors: Morris Brown, Virginia Reynolds 

Crucifer and Acolytes (11am): Logan Forbis, Emili Gravely, Eli Britt 
Ushers: Paul Suits, Bill Robinette, Mary Anne Rohr, Ed Sweetman (8:30am)  

Doug Fairburn, Jill Fairburn, Bill Fraley, Tom Lynch, Randy McGraw,  
Rebecca Ryckman, Mike Solomon, Dale Williams, Janet Willaims (11am) 

Musicians: New Covenant Choir (8:30am); Campana Ringers, Chancel Choir (11am) 
Senior Director of Worship and Arts: Cathy West 

Organist and Director of Children’s Music: Chris Dederer 
Director of Handbell Ministries: Jared Gordon 

!5

Closing 
Voluntary 

Traditionally, in 
classical worship, 
the service is not 
considered to be 

over until the 
voluntary has 

concluded. Those 
who wish to hear 

the closing 
voluntary are 

invited to remain in 
their pews; those 
who need to exit 

are asked to do so 
quietly.



Contemporary Worship  
9am and 11:15am Fellowship Center 

WE GATHER AS A COMMUNITY OF FAITH  
 We’re so glad you’re here! Please feel free to grab a cup of coffee as  
 you gather.  

WE SING AND PRAISE GOD TOGETHER  
 All the People Said Amen (9am) 
 Old Church Choir; All My Hope (11:15am)  

WE GREET ONE ANOTHER 
 RESPONSE SONG 

WE PRAY TOGETHER 
 CELEBRATION OF MINISTRY 

 PASTORAL PRAYER 

 LORD’S PRAYER 

WE PRACTICE GENEROSITY  
 OFFERING 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD AND APPLY IT TO OUR LIVES 
 SCRIPTURE  
  Proverbs 17:22; Ephesians 4:29; Galatians 6:10; James 5:16b 

 SERMON Pastor Morris Brown 
  Lift Up 

WE COME TO THE TABLE  
 BLESSING OF ELEMENTS  
  To the Table  

 BENEDICTION 

Ministry of Worship 
Participating Pastor: Morris Brown, Louis Timberlake 

Director of Contemporary Worship: Matt Gravely 
Band Leader: Greg Brown  
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Ways to Give 
You may also give 

online at  
christgreensboro. 

org/giving or by 
texting CUMC to 

73256. 



| This Sunday at Christ Church: May 6 
First Food Sunday: This Sunday, May 6, is First Food Sunday. Please bring donations of 
nonperishable food items to Holy Grounds for delivery to Greensboro Urban Ministry. 

Retirement Celebration for Alice Kunka: As we celebrate the ministry of Rev. Alice 
Kunka, who retired at the end of April (but is remaining at Christ Church), we will have a 
drop-in reception this Sunday, May 6, from 12pm-1pm in the Parlor. We invite you to join us 
for some light refreshments and a chance to thank Alice for her wonderful service to our 
church. We will also have a blessing over her in each service that day as she enters this 
exciting stage of traveling and time with children and grandchildren. 

Discipleship Ministries Appreciation Breakfast: Our annual Discipleship Ministries 
Appreciation Breakfast celebrates the many volunteer servants—from committee members 
and Welcome Wednesday workers to teachers, leaders, administrators, and more—who make 
our children, youth, and adult ministries happen. If you are a Discipleship Ministries 
volunteer, we want to say “Thank you!” Please let us treat you to breakfast this Sunday, May 
6. Drop in anytime from 9am-9:50am and enjoy a waffle bar, yogurt bar, bacon deviled eggs, 
cheese grits, sweet potato ham biscuits, fresh coffee, and more. Spouses are welcome and 
childcare, with breakfast, is available upon request.  

Discovery Sunday: Have you been attending Christ Church for a while? Would you like to 
know more about our mission and ministry? Do you think Christ Church might be the place 
God is calling you to make your spiritual home? Then we invite you to join us for our 
Discovery Sunday gathering. In our time together, we will learn about the history of Christ 
Church, what it means to be a United Methodist, the mission of Christ Church, and what it 
means to be a member. Attending the group does not mean you have to join Christ Church, 
but it's a great opportunity for you to ask questions and learn more about this great 
community of faith! Join us today at 9:50am in the Parlor & Disciple Room. 

| This Week at Christ Church 
View the full calendar at christgreensboro.org/calendar. 

Healthy Aging Lunch & Learn Series: Want to learn how to live a longer, healthier life? 
Join us for our Healthy Aging Lunch & Learn series, which continues on Thursday, May 10, 
from 12pm-1pm with  lunch and a presentation on Nutrition and Brain Health by Registered 
Dietician Carly Pabon Kirkman. See all sessions and register at christgreensboro.org/
healthyaging. 
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| General Announcements 
Called Charge Conference: There will be a Called Charge Conference in the Sanctuary on 
Wednesday, May 23, at 6:30pm in order to approve the compensation package for our new 
Associate Pastor Rev. Carter Ellis. 

Fire Up Sunday: Kick off summer at Christ Church on Sunday, May 20. Stop by the 
Gathering Space from 9:30am-12:30pm (before and after our worship services and Sunday 
school) for cake and a Connect Fair, where you can learn about all of our summer small 
groups and classes. Worship will be led by our youth at 9am and 11am, while Pastor Morris 
will continue our Up worship series with the sermon “Fire Up” during our 8:30am and 
11:15am services. Children, youth, and adult Sunday school will meet in their regular 
classrooms. 

Donations Needed for VBS: Our VBS crafts team is looking for donations of empty paper 
towel rolls for a craft for our kids. Please leave donations in the bin in Holy Grounds.  

Lost and Found: The Church Office has collected a wide variety of lost and found items.  
All of the jackets, coffee cups, gloves, and other objects have been hung on the coat rack in 
the Holy Grounds. A pair of Beats Headphones have also been found; please call the Church 
Office to identify to claim. All unclaimed items will be donated to Goodwill on May 14. 

| ChristLife Adult Ministry 
To view all spring opportunities for adults, please visit christgreensboro.org or pick up a 
copy of our Guide to Mission & Ministry, available at our Information Centers. 

Prime Timers: Prime Timers are excited to have bluegrass group The Bark Point Ramblers 
for their program on Tuesday, May 15. Join us for salad bar and dinner ($6) beginning at 
5:30pm. Make your reservations by noon on Monday, May 14, at christgreensboro.org/
events/primetimers-may2018 or by contacting the Reservation Line. The bus will pick up at 
WhiteStone at 5pm and Friends Homes West at 5:15pm.  
Baby Boomer Ministry Quarterly Social: Please join the Christ Church Baby Boomers 
for a Potluck Picnic on Saturday, May 19, at 5:30pm. Bring a dish to share and any beverage 
you would like other than tea or water (adult beverages are acceptable). Learn more and 
register at christgreensboro.org/events/bbsocial-may2018. 

| ChristYouth (Grades 7-12) 
Youth Group: Senior high will have world religion night, while junior high will have art 
night. Bring a friend and $3 for subs and meet us in the Gym on Sunday at 6:30pm. 
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| Prayer Ministry and Congregational Care  
Health & Wellness Team May Focus—Strokes: Stroke is one of the three leading 
causes of death in the United States. With the aging population at CUMC and concern for our 
aging parents with health issues, it is important to remind the congregation of the four 
warning signs of a stroke. Just remember F A S T:                          

• F: Face drooping. Ask person to smile. 
• A: Arm weakness. Ask person to raise both arms. 
• S: Speech difficulty. Ask person to repeat a simple sentence. 
• T: Time to call 911 if the person shows any of these symptoms. 

For more information, visit webmd.com/signs-of-a-stroke. 

Parenting Parents with Dementia: We are forming a group for adult children parenting 
parents with Dementia to provide support and help answer questions as you experience the 
different phases of the disease. The support group will meet on the second Tuesday of the 
month beginning May 8, when it will meet at the home of Karen Foster. If you would like to 
be part of this group, please contact Karen Foster (336-420-0020, 
karenfostergso@gmail.com) for more information. 

SAMI (Substance Abuse and Mental Illness) Families: Substance abuse and mental 
illness have a huge impact on family members who care for their loved ones. The two issues 
often go hand-in-hand and can affect all ages as well as people from all walks of life. Getting 
to know and talking with other family members of those affected by substance abuse and 
mental illness is a helpful step on this journey. Christ Church offers a safe space to talk about 
these issues: SAMI Families, which will meet the first Monday of the month beginning May 7 
at 5:30pm. This group is facilitated by those who are also traveling this journey. For more 
information, contact Stan Butler (bpinc22@gmail.com) or Beth Jaekle (bhjaekle@att.net).  

| Missions and Outreach 
Disaster Relief Team & East Greensboro Tornado: We have been asked what can we 
do to help with the aftermath of the recent tornado affecting East Greensboro. We have been 
advised by relief agencies, such as Habitat, to wait until the detailed analysis of needs is 
completed before we commit to any building projects, so that the most important items get 
priority. When we are ready to start our projects, we will post the details in the Messenger. In 
the meantime, if anyone wants to help relief efforts, you can go to the Volunteer Center 
website at volunteergso.org, where there is a list of available volunteer opportunities ranging 
from tree and debris removal to meal volunteers to helping at the food pantry.  

Friends of UMAR Luncheon: The Friends of UMAR Luncheon will be Thursday, May 17, 
with a silent auction and art sale at 11am followed by a program at 12pm. The luncheon 
benefits UMAR, an agency and ministry of the Western North Carolina Conference that 
promotes community inclusion, independence, and growth for adults with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities. Please RSVP to Chandler Vogler (chandlerv@umarinfo.com, 
704-659-7632) by May 9. 
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| ChristKids (Infants-Grade 6) 
Registration for VBS 2018: Our 2018 Vacation Bible School, Moses & Me, is a four-day 
opportunity to experience the relationship between God and Moses through storytelling, 
drama, music, crafts, and games. VBS is June 25-28 from 9am-1pm each day and is for rising 
three-year-old preschoolers through rising sixth graders. Cost is $21 per child or $51 family 
maximum. Learn more and register at christgreensboro.org/vbs2018. 

CEC Openings: Our Childhood Enrichment Center (CEC) preschool ministry is currently 
registering for the 2018-2019 school year. There are still some openings in all age levels. For 
more information, visit cecgreensboro.org or call the CEC office (336-294-9080). 

Babygarten Summer Session: Our summer session of Babygarten will be held Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, June 1-15, at 11am.  Babygarten classes (for caregiver and baby ages 3-24 
months) involve songs, rhymes and activities that help with language acquisition and pre-
literacy skill. Register at christgreensboro.org/childrensmusic.  

 

| Carnations for Mother’s Day 
Faith Matters Sunday School Class will be placing carnations in all services on Mother’s Day 
(Sunday, May 13, 2018). White carnations will be in memory of mothers or someone who was 
like a mother to you. Red carnations will be in honor of mothers or someone who was like a 
mother to you. Each carnation will be $3. Please place your order by May 7, 2018, at 
christgreensboro.org/carnations or by completing the form below and returning it to the 
Church Office. Money raised will be used for mission projects. Please print clearly. 

White carnations in memory of: _________________________________________ 

By: ________________________________________________ 

Red carnations in honor of: ____________________________________________ 

By: ________________________________________________ 
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Ministry Spotlight: Glenwood Update 

It has been several weeks since we have last talked publicly about the merger of Glenwood 
UMC into the family of Christ United Methodist Church. That doesn’t mean that 
conversations and activity haven’t been taking place. A Launch Team—made up of 
representatives of Glenwood, Emmanuel, St. Timothy’s, and Christ Church—has been 
established and has begun working on four key priorities: merger logistics and planning; first 
services and congregational care at Glenwood; community partnerships; and grant and 
resource opportunities and development.  
Since the merger will be effective July 1, the Launch Team is actively working on the merger 
logistics and planning priority. A subgroup has been created to develop and design the 
internal communications between and within the four congregations. A separate subgroup 
will cultivate and plan activities that will take place primarily on the Glenwood campus to 
introduce our presence to the community.  
Many of you have expressed an interest in being a part of shaping the future of Christ Church 
at Glenwood. These established subgroups have been instructed to include other internal 
resources to ensure we use all the skills and experiences found in our church families. If you 
are called or have an interest, please make yourself available. This is an exciting time for all 
four congregations and our community. Please continue to pray for these efforts as we 
further expand our LOVE, SERVE and GROW core values into the Greensboro community. 
Carter Ellis—currently Lead Pastor at The Walk in Gibsonville, NC—has been appointed to 
serve as the primary pastor at our Glenwood campus, where she will work closely with Morris 
and others to fulfill the vision for Glenwood as a brand new center of United Methodist 
mission and ministry in the diverse community. Carter will also provide pastoral support at 
our Holden Road location. In addition to her role at CUMC, Carter will help us continue the 
important partnership we have with St. Timothy’s; she will also serve as the Lead Pastor at 
St. Timothy’s UMC. We anticipate approximately 40% of Carter’s time will be with Christ 
UMC (primarily at the Glenwood location) and 60% will be with St. Timothy’s. Carter’s 
appointment is effective July 1, 2018. —Jim Brogden 

Glenwood Launch Team  
Jim Brogden; Beatriz Ayala 
(Emmanuel); Robin Britt; Cindy 
Thompson; Morris Brown (ex 
officio); Joe Grady; Virginia Reynolds 
(ex officio); Nancy Tilley (Glenwood); 
Laura Edwards; William Parrish 
(STUMC); Mark Ledford (ex officio); 
Cory Phillips 

Not pictured: Ariana Ayala; Louis 
Timberlake (ex officio) 
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Christ United Methodist Church 
410 North Holden Road, Greensboro, NC 27410 

christgreensboro.org | Facebook.com/ChristGreensboro  
Christ Church on the Radio: 101.7 WDFC-FM (11am service broadcast live on Sundays) 

Interested in joining the church? Please contact Susan Pabon, Clergy Administrative 
Assistant (spabon@christgreensboro.org), in the Church Office for more information. 

Office Hours 9am–4pm, Monday – Thursday, 9am–1pm, Friday 
Church Phone (336) 299-1571 | Church Fax (336) 299-7866 

Reservation Line (336) 299-1571 ext. 333 

Pastoral Care Emergency Line (After office hours and weekends) 
(336) 337-5633 

Pastoral Staff 
Morris Brown, Senior Pastor 

Louis Timberlake, Executive Pastor 
Virginia Reynolds, Associate Pastor 

Alice Kunka, Associate Pastor for Spiritual Formation 
Mark Vickers, Associate Pastor and Lead Pastor at St. Timothy’s UMC 

Christ United Methodist Church 
410 North Holden Road 
Greensboro, NC 27410 


